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How To Program a Bootstrap L oader

S (o5 4l (6 = dal (i lege 2 )2 352 5 bootstrap S b 5 ) sala ) Dl JOY0
sl S 0 S S (B s8a Ladal ) 5o (iasa (al8T 00 50 Vb (e 5 4ali 50 S ) 22 bootstrap
(U s ka3 ) 48 551 380 a5 5 sl 8 i s ) shaie)adlue 5 Gl 7 sk 0

A0S ol s ale i S i b s 0ad o (slelils 2 S RECOVERY 4 0 siae Y2 503
Al Sy a8 3 5] Caely 40 Ko 4S8 5 28l BIOS 2SS (Ko Sa B Giails zlial S sl
2 Jale

% BIOS(Basic Input Output System) b 5548 ailue (Sa S s 46l 3y S5 Bootstrap
s RXLRAM Jah 43 POST(Power On Self Test) 4da ye ) axy ariSe Guis ) |y i saalS 4S
Syl e Hlai ) ge Jale s ) oDl 43 &aa BIOS (s 4S 2 sdine aladil Jaly ol 44 HG0 2 s
Coataalsiie aS ) Clele g 4 858 Ol (555 2 s 2 jiie | Sisnd S S Lk 85 ol 0
Soad 5 a4 Bas 48 ol sl al sk ) 48K 4 BIOS Jils (x40 5 458 saliid Gl ) 5038
S 3l 55 2 paddia (ud S Juiny BIOS a5 o 28l a8l S Jale a2
RAM G50 4l o 28 251 1asd BIOS 4k 5 5 23lue bootstrap 4l (ol of 45,33 ,54
dala (l g JSl) )l eagm ) Jule a6 ya) 4l 5 4y (o) bootstrap ') ) ax 5035
Ol e S a5 b s S duin | ald g Hhi o ) se dale s Sl 48 3 s ala)
bootstrap sag dale wlus adus 03 S 1ol 5 038 oy Jidd (et 43 5 28k sad Cual J g S Jla
(2l

Ol S sector 5 ieshead 5 iea track J) 5 Js) Sweasjla sector ods) ) Bootstrap
BIOS s Lk chllaplaii dy (K 355 351 o8 oS ) DOOLSIraP 45 5 3 sdisa o2l 53 S jla
il 02 S QLA DOOLSrap s g e Ol sl O sins |y ol alaS 4S 3l

a8 dsdine ol R ay dah 4y s eadsailsa giSu cpl) 3wl 83 Y el bootstrap ol 251 o
Juld AT b Y BIOS o )l am 52800 J1d o 52 0000:7C00 (S ol 3 s OV (o
AAS55h late Ga S lap o) (IFEh Gl ) 2l 5) S glaial |y 300 ) B oy )3481 ) bootstrap
235 bootable aia ) se Sewwds Jla 483 phia 4a 5ia BIOS Jlade o) 0 S law by

ALY 5 aidine ) 85w G (55 e et 48l ey 250 43l J sk <l 0 Y 2L Lis Bootstrap
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[BI TS 16]
ORG 0
| NT 0x18

TIMES 510-($-$$) DB O
DW 0XAA55

rkkkkkhkkkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhhkhkhkkkhkkkhkkkk*%x
’

O siae Qe (23 K o 33 hoOtSEraP.asm b 40 Ll 5 arisase Lad 4S  laS bl any 4o () )
1338 5 A3 )y sem (s b oS Gl 20 8 Jaas (pdle XS 4 5 025 4ea I NASM 4lias sy

Nasm —O bootstrap.asm bootstrap.bin
Js) sectors sia head 5 sia track s s 1L 255 s2d compile Jid 48 axil 5 2l e Vs
i) sire ol Lad debug 4lis s2 1S 4a 55 43l) 2l debug ) ealdiul (b cn s eabus 4S an 54
30 2 ) gladal () 3 shue dleidas eala Bl | Sl hard disk & s floppy disk w0 »
(RS Aagd il SO o) D Sl 51 dd asahard disk

Debug bootstrap.bin
-W 100001

-Q

1S zua g
Lo Loyl 5048 o aaa) siae 4S s 3 il od S o gl akaila JAla 4 aS ) L il ghe W gid 4l g
wadiiia 43 s ) debug L2 A4S an sy o sector ¢ b heads Jda track 2 1) Olelild sl i
Ol eobed o D) a5 5130 ) 50 58 (0 ) a5 S ol 0 sl 5 St head s track ¢2US
D58 3 (Laa Clgl) (D8 )3 1) Jild 48 Al lime (01 400 0 1 Lysisd ) 0 @l 0 ariSae padidia
o dday Ve ol o le JEaS i e Gl 42 100 S sl o ledi (S (S T Saoledi 4 jia
e debug 4 V) g s s el dadd e oads
S 4zl e debug sleial ) 4 2l e il cleDUal )
2 saldinl y) ) giws ) il gl Unix based slele aiuwws JSI 5

dd if=bootstrap.bin of=/dev/fd0
23S 1al 1) ) st 358 UNiX L2 il sie s Sile Sl (5l

Man dd

45 Syl X358 sagay | Al (53 8 Cign ) i 5 803 sLebllE () )s 2l sise BootStrap sl sl

o2l Gladlae lla 4y 523 oy lla justicla Sl 81 Gds 51 (dams (g 310 o) 5 5 (2l CuliE Ly ALl

B2 (55 pali Adida s SO R JSL L

10 s bhn b Gl L 5l 0 Y 1R ) 5 slelils 2l sive hootstrap sl 4sbi_n Ja s 4

A.\.\S L5‘)‘).§‘)L.’ adadls d';\d

(S VY D S 5 slebiE)asla asm 5 SIS (6l oaby o) < sliie SIS 50

ASa) 5 agdaglakala ol ) ¢S jaia ey A4S Alline 450 (pl 4 o Bl 5 s o) =)

2348 lelld (4 1) JUES ()5 52 gy adaila JA1a 45 4S 20800 Jsh Jdia ) siSs lake
O DM Sewd o0 s B s Jsera ) shay e () 53 S Jitie Cal o 0 o adadla
by G 43 ilie 29 50 5l i s (55 0 4S 2 sdne (U 01158 (A Cely 50 ue
i ) LeaS iy (4 5433 gl OV Y ) il wlial gl 44353 4S DOOSErap 4l 45
QGUJSL)J\J.JJU:\AAMAJJS&\J.\;\ “)t)?"_)t-,‘jdo\-‘{}ié‘j)Jbéﬁbéu:\“‘d)‘édﬁ&
s gola Jilb a3 (K2 ) e
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G s 48 Caty) 5 lisedal 3 )50 JAT 53 5 el 5 )8 s (s 5 548 5000l oY
S (i s () L) 558 ala (el ) slaie) o Jlialas a3 il 5 500 S (il 1) sl
5038 (il 8 s (e (55 ) 1) ki) se Qi 4S aaa o jla) bootstrap 4 5 028
S 2l ekl 55
O 48 2ilua data block s 2ilas (floppy disk) a8 LeSowy )3 oaldiul 3 ) g0 Jild o FAT12
A8lue BIOS <S5k sl sl Jb s 53 5 OEM_ID 4y (S 23 e2 s &)l FAT12
M alail |y Cand oad fOrmat ) ) ai alaS b s a8yl 51 e 5 )18 43 Sa8 OEM_|D 43,
il 3 S 5 Sl 02l 34 o I BPB o)) st Microsoft claiics 534S BIOS Sk (sla yial )l
A82a a5 ) S (S b Ciladiiie 4S ol s sla 4S
Asd s KIS CSiny IS ana il Sy (el i lulid (o) a1 sise Ciliadidiae Cl
W 310 S (l (5 ks 4S 2513 2525 0000: 7C00 Ll 2 4S (538 (5 a4 288 & 5 5 by e BIOS
D5 S5 sl a3 olail boOtSEraP 4 IS Gils) il s (28 OEM_ID,BPB ) shaie)adilue
Adlae e Dal Gl ) 2y 48 28l JMP
2i0e JIS 4B FAT ameeds 48 200 0l b zliia) alail (5 i (sla IS 4S (o) 4y 5l (il 4y (s i
ik (cluster) S o2y Jslu s 4 5 3380 aile Slas i sl 4l ] ) a1 ) Sy FAT12
i 23l shae ClUSEEN U8 (550 a8 22l S S format S Ss 4 4a 55 L Gal s 3 e
I, cluster & sslatrack 2 s 4323 FAT(File Allocation Table) o sie 4248 s jiala a3k
s S 4y Gl (1 4S 2le grsaa e S (sl (253 FAT. 2350 (51268 Sed (55
Lelld a8l 5 50 2y aaa) 3 EOF(ENd Of File) caedle 4 Lo slaet sy 3 Gl 58 Jlia by 238 o )L
A sdine o a4 Sl FAT il alleasas )2
Cpudi) aduda cﬁ\j 2048 Gl Hla ) 2 sdia 4K Root Directory O 4 aS adl) olale SO FAT12
Alexe ncluster cals) oo 1 slebié 5 )X
ROOt 2 1l Al 1l (Ll S 4 (oas s (51 30 A4S ilfias g 43 () sie Lg) (el a2 ) B LS
Al ) Bl ol g Bea S Jlia 1) FAT Jala dlac) o juad ) 2=y ged S gafaa Directory

SOURCE CODE
5 e (L35 RoOt Directory s, O 1) 45l Jild <So ol sa (K Sa 48 ) () st Sy ) S
A8l 1l ) i 480

rhkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhhhhkdhhhk ik khkhkkhkrkk*
’

* kk k%

[BITS 16]

ORG 0

j mp START

CEM I D db " QUASI - Cs"
Byt esPer Sect or dw 0x0200
Sect or sPer d ust er db 0x01
ReservedSect or s dw 0x0001

Tot al FATs db 0x02
MaxRoot Entri es dw OxO00EO

Tot al Sect or sSnal | dw 0x0B40

Medi aDescri pt or db OxFO

Sect or sPer FAT dw 0x0009
Sect or sPer Tr ack dw 0x0012
NurmHeads dw 0x0002

Hi ddenSect ors dd 0x00000000
Tot al Sect orsLar ge dd 0x00000000
Dri veNunber db 0x00

Fl ags db 0x00

Si gnature db 0x29

Vol urrel D dd OxFFFFFFFF
Vol uneLabel db "QUASI BOOT"

Systen D db "FAT12 "
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START:

; code | ocated at 0000: 7C00,

adj ust segnent

regi st

CX

cl
nmov ax, 0x07C0
nov ds, ax
nov es, ax
nov fs, ax
nov gs, ax
; Create stack
nov ax, 0x0000
nov ss, ax
nmov sp, OxFFFF
st
; post message
nov si, nsgLoadi ng
cal | Di spl ayMessage
LOAD_ROOT:
; compute size of root directory and store in
xor CX, CX
xor dx, dx
nmov ax, 0x0020
entry
mul WORD [ MaxRoot Entri es]
directory
di v WORD [ Byt esPer Sect or ]
directory
xchg ax, cx
; conpute |ocation of root directory and store in
nov al, BYTE [ Tot al FATS]
mul WORD [ Sect or sPer FAT]
FATs
add ax, WORD [ ReservedSect or s]
boot sect or
nov WORD [ dat asector], ax
directory
add WORD [ dat asector], cx
; read root directory into nenory (7C00:0200)
nov bx, 0x0200
above boot code
cal ReadSect or s
; browse root directory for binary imge
nmov cx, WVORD [ MaxRoot Entri es]
nmov di, 0x0200
entry
. LOOP:
push CcX
nmov cx, 0x000B
name
nov si, | mageNane
push di
rep cnpsh
mat ch
pop di
je LOAD FAT
pop CX
add di, 0x0020
directory entry
| oop . LOOP
j mp FAI LURE

LOAD_FAT:

ers

32 byte directory
total size of

sectors used by

ax
nunber of FATs
sectors used by
adj ust for

base of root

copy root dir

| oad | oop counter
| ocate first root

el even character

i mge nanme to find

test for entry

queue next
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; save starting cluster of boot image

nov si, msgCRLF
call Di spl ayMessage
nov dx, WORD [di + Ox001A]
nov WORD [cluster], dx
cluster
; compute size of FAT and store in "cx"
xor ax, ax
nov al, BYTE [ Tot al FATS]
mul WORD [ Sect or sPer FAT]
FATs
nov CX, ax
; compute location of FAT and store in "ax"
nov ax, WORD [ ReservedSect or s]
boot sect or
; read FAT into nenory (7C00: 0200)
nmov bx, 0x0200
boot code
call ReadSect ors
; read image file into menory (0050: 0000)
nov si, nsgCRLF
cal | Di spl ayMessage
nmov ax, 0x0050
nov es, ax
i mage
nov bx, 0x0000
i mge
push bx
LOAD | MAGE
nov ax, WORD [cluster]
pop bx
into
cal l Cl ust er LBA
LBA
xor CX, CX
nov cl, BYTE [ SectorsPerC uster]
cal | ReadSect or s
push bx
; conpute next cluster
nov ax, WORD [cluster]
cl uster
nov CX, ax
cl uster
nmov dx, ax
cl uster
shr dx, 0x0001
add cx, dx
nmov bx, 0x0200
nenory
add bx, c¢x
nov dx, WORD [ bx]
from FAT
t est ax, 0x0001
jnz . ODD_CLUSTER
. EVEN_CLUSTER
and dx, 0000111111111111b
bits
j mp . DONE
. ODD_CLUSTER
shr dx, 0x0004

bits

file's first

nunber of FATs
sectors used by

adj ust for

copy FAT above

destination for

destination for

cluster to read
buffer to read

convert cluster to

sectors to read

identify current

copy current

copy current

;divide by two

sum for (3/2)
| ocation of FAT in

i ndex into FAT
read two bytes

take | ow twel ve

take high twel ve
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. DONE

nov WORD [cluster], dx
cnp dx, OxOFFO
file
ib LOAD | MAGE
DONE
nov si, msgCRLF
call Di spl ayMessage
push WORD 0x0050
push WORD 0x0000
retf
FAI LURE
nov si, nmegFailure
call Di spl ayMessage
nov ah, 0x00
i nt 0x16
i nt 0x19

store new cl uster
test for end of

awai t keypress
war m boot conputer

rhkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhk ik khkkrkkhkhkk*

1
* kk k%

; PROCEDURE Di spl ayMessage
; display ASCI1Z string at "ds:si" via BICS

rhkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhk ki hkhkk

* k k k%
Di spl ayMessage:
| odsb
char acter
or al, al
character
jz . DONE
nov ah, OxOE
nov bh, 0x00
nov bl , 0x07
i nt 0x10
jmp Di spl ayMessage
. DONE
ret

| oad next

test for NUL

Bl OS tel etype
di spl ay page O
text attribute
i nvoke BI OS

rhkkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhhkhhhkhhhhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkrhhkkhkkk

)
* kkk*k

;. PROCEDURE ReadSectors

nto nmenory | ocation

five retries for

Bl OS read sector
read one sector
track

sect or

head

drive

; reads "cx" sectors fromdisk starting at "ax"
"es: bx"
chkhkkkhkhkhkhhAhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhkhkhkhkhdhhhkhhkhhhhdhdhhhkhhhhdhdhdhddhkhdhhdhdddd*rrxdkdr* * **k*x*%x
;****
ReadSect ors:
. MAIN

nmov di, 0x0005
error
. SECTORLOOP

push ax

push bx

push CX

cal | LBACHS

nov ah, 0x02

nov al, 0x01

nov ch, BYTE [ absol ut eTrack]

nov cl, BYTE [absol uteSector]

nov dh, BYTE [ absol ut eHead]

nov dl, BYTE [DriveNunber]

i nt 0x13

i nvoke BI OS
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j nc . SUCCESS ; test for read
error

xor ax, ax ; BIOS reset disk

i nt 0x13 ; invoke BICS

dec di ; decrenment error
count er

pop CX

pop bx

pop ax

jnz . SECTORLOOP ; attenpt to read
again

i nt 0x18
. SUCCESS

nov si, negProgress

call Di spl ayMessage

pop CX

pop bx

pop ax

add bx, WORD [ Byt esPer Sect or] ; queue next buffer

i nc ax ; queue next sector

| oop . MAI'N ; read next sector

ret

rhkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkhhkhkhhhkhhhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhhhhkdhhhk ik khkkrkkkrk**
)

* kk k%

; PROCEDURE O ust er LBA
; convert FAT cluster into LBA addressing schene

; LBA = (cluster - 2) * sectors per cluster
rhkkkhkhkkkhkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhdhkhkhdhhdhhhdhdxddhxddhdxdhrxrdhxddxrh,x*x

* k kk*k
Cl ust er LBA:

sub ax, 0x0002 ; zero base cluster
nunber

xor CX, CX

nov cl, BYTE [ SectorsPerC uster] ; convert byte to
wor d

mul CX

add ax, WORD [ dat asect or] ; base data sector

ret

EREE I R R R I R R R I R I R R R S R I R R R I R R I R I R R R
’

* Kk k k%

; PROCEDURE LBACHS

; convert "ax(2; LBA addressing scheme to CHS addressing schene

; absol ute sector (logical sector / sectors per track) + 1

; absol ute head (l ogical sector / sectors per track) MOD number

of heads
; absolute track = logical sector / (sectors per track * number of
heads)
rhkkhkkkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkikhkhkk
~;<~k~k~k~k
LBACHS:

xor dx, dx ; prepare dx:ax for
operation

di v WORD [ Sect or sPer Tr ack] ; calculate

inc dl ; adjust for sector
0

nov BYTE [ absol uteSector], d

xor dx, dx ; prepare dx:ax for
operation

di v WORD [ NunHeads] ; calculate
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nov BYTE [ absol ut eHead], dl
nov BYTE [ absol ut eTrack], al
ret

absol ut eSect or db 0x00
absol ut eHead db 0x00
absol uteTrack db 0x00

dat asector dw 0x0000

cl uster dw 0x0000

| mageNane db "LOADER BIN'

nmsgLoadi ng db 0x0D, OxO0A, "Loading Boot Inage ", 0xO0D,

0x0A, 0x00

nmsgCRLF db 0x0D, Ox0A, 0x00

nsgProgress db ".", 0x00

nsgFai l ure db Ox0OD, Ox0A, "ERROR : Press Any Key to Reboot", 0x00

TI MES 510- ($-$$) DB 0

DW OxAA55
B R L T T L T S S SR 3
+aS JAla
‘\3\.‘4\JSUM}J\JS\SJ“‘\SJJ‘JJP}MQ&IUJL@%MJ&])J JJ\J&JL&JI@\)L@‘}“JJS

S50 R S Cumia s Qs il 028 BIOS Glell s, ) oS =8 e el DisplayMessage
oS el 6l sl

adaila (g5 S Sl ala e Sl il & ) BIOS wslell s s 8 JSe el ReadSectors
P

Logical Block 4!, Microsoft's Cluster addressing scheme << 5, ClusterLBA
Logical « LBACHS 28 map S 55, e Ol s 1) Jild a8l 51 s 2350w Jaasi Addressing
ot agh JiE BIOS 4Ll 52 < Sector<Head«Cylinder Jbiale 45 2% Juasi | Block Address

'J..\S\:\.ADJLA‘ \)o&j\d#dujﬁue;)&u\ emumSTARTg_u;);dyy‘xSuh}ém\mm
248 e pdne dale alugu Jame (ol 0 el 4S 2l S sleiand () ylaga ) (So G ()
oK 2 Al Al Jlee ) (5 Sy aladl caely 3 la Sl 2l dga s IS Jsl 0 CPU o Wl (50
S adl s ) adlie (o) ead 4ialid s 53 CPU 4S (w8 (s arivt BIOS sl 5L SIS Jla j048
) 51 5838 lay BPB ) 1, Root Directory oSuls 3 sive Le 3S adlua il s 4iul ali juolia aS
AS L RAM Jdah 4y 1l 5 € aglas

O 2 saiua Qb RAM dalaas o 03 S L s FAT oS law 1 BPB ) saldind 800 Caend
Sa 503 S saiia | FAT Ji Sives bootstrap « loader.bin ) » cluster ¢l s) ) saléin) 2ilia
Gllee JAT j3 g a€ jLhakdla Jala 4y ) [oader.bin Jié i) 5is 48 e ReadSectors sl 4 g ls )
RETF JSlee 4l s 4l 3 5840 02l | 0ader.bin 4 J_iS

okl
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