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A man of Lion's Heart
Seyed Afshin Ghotbi

By: Seyed Shaho Ahmadi, Environmental Engineer (MSc), Young Researchers Club, School of Environment
and Energy, Islamic Azad University-Science and Research Branch of Tehran, Tehran, Iran,

Email: SeyedShaho.Ahmadi@ymail.com, www.SeyedShahoAhmadi.blogfa.com

Abstract

Seyed Afshin Ghotbi is an Iranian-American football
coach who was born February 8, 1964 in Tehran, Iran.
His parents were teacher in Iran and when he was 7,
they got divorced. His father, Seyed Mohammad
Ghotbi, married again with a dentist. After that, Afshin
left Iran with his parents at the age of 13 and moved to
southern California, where he has been a resident for
about three decades. He received his B.Sc. qualification
in Electrical Engineering from UCLA where he was a
member of the men's soccer team. In 1988, Afshin

established a soccer school under "Afshin Ghotbi
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Soccer School (AGSS)". Now, this school is training
soccer players in US under "American Global Soccer
School (AGSS)". Prior to coaching in the professional
ranks, for years Afshin was one of the elite youth
coaches in the talent-rich, highly competitive Southern
California youth scene, responsible for the development
of players such as Peter Vagenas and John O'Brien.
Afshin trained John O'Brien in AGSS. Ghotbi worked
for Korea national football team under Dutchman, Guus
Hiddink, from December 2000 till July 2002 as a
technical video analyst. He continued his journey in
Korea by taking the role of an assistant coach of
Samsung Bluewings from 2002 till 2004. Afshin
returned to Korea National Team as a video analyst
under Dutchman, Dick Advocaat, from October 2005

until July 2006. He was also an assistant coach for
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Korea national football team under Dutch head coach,
Pim Verbeek, from July 2006 till July 2007. In 2007
he was Head-Coach of Persepolis F.C., an Iran Pro
League club. Afshin ultimately led Persepolis to Iranian
Pro League championship in May 2008. His fans called
him "Emperor" after this championship. Ghotbi left
Persepolis in June 2008 and returned to US due to
family concerns. Afshin Ghotbi was re-appointed as the
new Persepolis head coach on 3 July 2008. Following
the session held at Persepolis club on 18 November
2008, Ghotbi announced his resignation to the club's
board and left Iran on 19 November 2008. In a letter
released on Persepolis' official website, Ghotbi said: "I
returned to Persepolis with great hopes but I think there
IS a conspiracy outside the club to prevent the team's

success. | am the target of this conspiracy. | love
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persepolis and its fans, however | ought to leave the team.
| am heartbroken and leave Persepolis in hope of the team's
prosperity. If my presence hinders the success of the team,
| would rather leave." 5 months later on 22 April 2009,
Afshin was appointed as the head coach of the Iran’s
national team. After 2011 AFC Asian Cup, Afshin joined
to the Japanese team "Shimizu S-Pulse” in the J. League
Division 1. Afshin's wife, Yorum Beekman, is a Dutch-
Korean woman. She was born on 17 May 1981 in Seoul,
South Korea . Afshin Ghotbi is a real gentleman. He is very
modest and friendly. Everybody in Iran likes him. That's
why | wrote his resume in Persian.!

April 2011

| dedicate this book to the Persepolis’ fans, worldwide

_The Persian chapters (Chapters 1-9) have been used for gathering the English information

about Seyed Afshin Ghotbi. In addition to the Persian chapters, Wikipedia the free
encyclopedia 2009 and 2011 have been used too.
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21- Wikipedia, Afshin Ghotbi, The free encyclopedia, 2009
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A man of Lion's Heart

Seyed Afshin Ghotbi

By:

Seyed Shaho Ahmadi

Member of Young Researchers Club, Science
and Research Branch of Tehran, Iran

Former Reporter of ISNA

April 2011
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