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1. The Call of the Wild / Jack London 

Buck, a powerful dog, half St. Bernard and half sheepdog, lives on Judge 

Miller’s estate in California’s Santa Clara Valley. He leads a comfortable life 

there, but it comes to an end when men discover gold in the Klondike region 

of Canada and a great demand arises for strong dogs to pull sleds. Buck is 

kidnapped by a gardener on the Miller estate and sold to dog traders, who 

teach Buck to obey by beating him with a club and, subsequently, ship him 

north to the Klondike. 

Arriving in the chilly North, Buck is amazed by the cruelty he sees around 

him. As soon as another dog from his ship, Curly, gets off the boat, a pack of 

huskies violently attacks and kills her. Watching her death, Buck vows never 

to let the same fate befall him. Buck becomes the property of Francois and 

Perrault, two mail carriers working for the Canadian government, and begins 

to adjust to life as a sled dog. He recovers the instincts of his wild ancestors: 

he learns to fight, scavenge for food, and sleep beneath the snow on winter 

nights. At the same time, he develops a fierce rivalry with Spitz, the lead dog 

in the team. One of their fights is broken up when a pack of wild dogs invades 

the camp, but Buck begins to undercut Spitz’s authority, and eventually the 

two dogs become involved in a major fight. Buck kills Spitz and takes his 

place as the lead dog. 

With Buck at the head of the team, Francois and Perrault’s sled makes record 

time. However, the men soon turn the team over to a mail carrier who forces 

the dogs to carry much heavier loads. In the midst of a particularly arduous 

trip, one of the dogs becomes ill, and eventually the driver has to shoot him. At 

the end of this journey, the dogs are exhausted, and the mail carrier sells them 

to a group of American gold hunters—Hal, Charles, and Mercedes. 

Buck’s new masters are inexperienced and out of place in the wilderness. They 

overload the sled, beat the dogs, and plan poorly. Halfway through their 

journey, they begin to run out of food. While the humans bicker, the dogs  
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begin to starve, and the weaker animals soon die. Of an original team of 

fourteen, only five are still alive when they limp into John Thornton’s camp, 

still some distance from their destination. Thornton warns them that the ice 

over which they are traveling is melting and that they may fall through it. Hal 

dismisses these warnings and tries to get going immediately. The other dogs 

begin to move, but Buck refuses. When Hal begins to beat him, Thornton 

intervenes, knocking a knife from Hal’s hand and cutting Buck loose. Hal 

curses Thornton and starts the sled again, but before they have gone a quarter 

of a mile, the ice breaks open, swallowing both the humans and the dogs. 

Thornton becomes Buck’s master, and Buck’s devotion to him is total. He 

saves Thornton from drowning in a river, attacks a man who tries to start a 

fight with Thornton in a bar, and, most remarkably, wins a $1,600 wager for 

his new master by pulling a sled carrying a thousand-pound load. But Buck’s 

love for Thornton is mixed with a growing attraction to the wild, and he feels 

as if he is being called away from civilization and into the wilderness. This 

feeling grows stronger when he accompanies Thornton and his friends in 

search of a lost mine hidden deep in the Canadian forest. 

While the men search for gold, Buck ranges far afield, befriending wolves and 

hunting bears and moose. He always returns to Thornton in the end, until, one 

day, he comes back to camp to find that Yeehat Indians have attacked and 

killed his master. Buck attacks the Indians, killing several and scattering the 

rest, and then heads off into the wild, where he becomes the leader of a pack of 

wolves. He becomes a legendary figure, a Ghost Dog, fathering countless cubs 

and inspiring fear in the Yeehats—but every year he returns to the place where 

Thornton died, to mourn his master before returning to his life in the wild. 
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2. Animal Farm / George Orwell 

Old Major, a prize-winning boar, gathers the animals of the Manor Farm for a 

meeting in the big barn. He tells them of a dream he has had in which all 

animals live together with no human beings to oppress or control them. He 

tells the animals that they must work toward such a paradise and teaches them 

a song called “Beasts of England,” in which his dream vision is lyrically 

described. The animals greet Major’s vision with great enthusiasm. When he 

dies only three nights after the meeting, three younger pigs—Snowball, 

Napoleon, and Squealer—formulate his main principles into a philosophy 

called Animalism. Late one night, the animals manage to defeat the farmer Mr. 

Jones in a battle, running him off the land. They rename the property Animal 

Farm and dedicate themselves to achieving Major’s dream.  

The cart-horse Boxer devotes himself to the cause with particular zeal, 

committing his great strength to the prosperity of the farm and adopting as a 

personal maxim the affirmation “I will work harder.” 

At first, Animal Farm prospers. Snowball works at teaching the animals to 

read, and Napoleon takes a group of young puppies to educate them in the 

principles of Animalism. When Mr. Jones reappears to take back his farm, the 

animals defeat him again, in what comes to be known as the Battle of the 

Cowshed, and take the farmer’s abandoned gun as a token of their victory. As 

time passes, however, Napoleon and Snowball increasingly quibble over the 

future of the farm, and they begin to struggle with each other for power and 

influence among the other animals. Snowball concocts a scheme to build an 

electricity-generating windmill, but Napoleon solidly opposes the plan. 

At the meeting to vote on whether to take up the project, Snowball gives a 

passionate speech. Although Napoleon gives only a brief retort, he then makes 

a strange noise, and nine attack dogs—the puppies that Napoleon had 

confiscated in order to “educate”—burst into the barn and chase Snowball 

from the farm. Napoleon assumes leadership of Animal Farm and declares that 

there will be no more meetings. From that point on, he asserts, the pigs alone 

will make all of the decisions—for the good of every animal. 
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Napoleon now quickly changes his mind about the windmill, and the animals, 

especially Boxer, devote their efforts to completing it. One day, after a storm, 

the animals find the windmill toppled. The human farmers in the area declare 

smugly that the animals made the walls too thin, but Napoleon claims that 

Snowball returned to the farm to sabotage the windmill. He stages a great 

purge, during which various animals who have allegedly participated in 

Snowball’s great conspiracy—meaning any animal who opposes Napoleon’s 

uncontested leadership—meet instant death at the teeth of the attack dogs. 

With his leadership unquestioned (Boxer has taken up a second maxim, 

“Napoleon is always right”), Napoleon begins expanding his powers, rewriting 

history to make Snowball a villain.  

Napoleon also begins to act more and more like a human being—sleeping in a 

bed, drinking whisky, and engaging in trade with neighboring farmers. The 

original Animalist principles strictly forbade such activities, but Squealer, 

Napoleon’s propagandist, justifies every action to the other animals, 

convincing them that Napoleon is a great leader and is making things better for 

everyone—despite the fact that the common animals are cold, hungry, and 

overworked. 

Mr. Frederick, a neighboring farmer, cheats Napoleon in the purchase of some 

 timber and then attacks the farm and dynamites the windmill, which had been 

rebuilt at great expense. After the demolition of the windmill, a pitched battle 

ensues, during which Boxer receives major wounds. The animals rout the 

farmers, but Boxer’s injuries weaken him. When he later falls while working 

on the windmill, he senses that his time has nearly come. One day, Boxer is  

nowhere to be found. According to Squealer, Boxer has died in peace after 

having been taken to the hospital, praising the Rebellion with his last breath. In 

actuality, Napoleon has sold his most loyal and long-suffering worker to a glue 

maker in order to get money for whisky. 

Years pass on Animal Farm, and the pigs become more and more like human 

beings—walking upright, carrying whips, and wearing clothes. Eventually, the 

seven principles of Animalism, known as the Seven Commandments and 
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inscribed on the side of the barn, become reduced to a single principle reading 

“all animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.” 

Napoleon entertains a human farmer named Mr. Pilkington at a dinner and 

declares his intent to ally himself with the human farmers against the laboring 

classes of both the human and animal communities. He also changes the name 

of Animal Farm back to the Manor Farm, claiming that this title is the 

“correct” one. Looking in at the party of elites through the farmhouse window, 

the common animals can no longer tell which the pigs are and which the 

human beings are. 

 

3. Crime and Punishment   / Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 

Rodion Romanovich Raskolnikov, a former student, lives in a tiny garret on 

the top floor of a run-down apartment building in St. Petersburg. He is sickly,  

dressed in rags, short on money, and talks to himself, but he is also handsome, 

proud, and intelligent. He is contemplating committing an awful crime, but the 

nature of the crime is not yet clear. He goes to the apartment of an old 

pawnbroker, Alyona Ivanovna, to get money for a watch and to plan the crime. 

Afterward, he stops for a drink at a tavern, where he meets a man named 

Marmeladov, who, in a fit of drunkenness, has abandoned his job and 

proceeded on a five-day drinking binge, afraid to return home to his family. 

Marmeladov tells Raskolnikov about his sickly wife, Katerina Ivanovna, and 

his daughter, Sonya, who has been forced into prostitution to support the 

family. Raskolnikov walks with Marmeladov to Marmeladov’s apartment, 

where he meets Katerina and sees firsthand the squalid conditions in which 

they live. 

The next day, Raskolnikov receives a letter from his mother, Pulcheria 

Alexandrovna, informing him that his sister, Dunya, is engaged to be married 

to a government official named Luzhin and that they are all moving to St. 
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Petersburg. He goes to another tavern, where he overhears a student talking 

about how society would be better off if the old pawnbroker Alyona Ivanovna 

were dead. Later, in the streets, Raskolnikov hears that the pawnbroker will be 

alone in her apartment the next evening. He sleeps fitfully and wakes up the 

next day, finds an ax, and fashions a fake item to pawn to distract the 

pawnbroker. That night, he goes to her apartment and kills her.  

While he is rummaging through her bedroom, looking for money, her sister, 

Lizaveta, walks in, and Raskolnikov kills her as well. He barely escapes from 

the apartment without being seen, then returns to his apartment and collapses 

on the sofa. 

Waking up the next day, Raskolnikov frantically searches his clothing for 

traces of blood. He receives a summons from the police, but it seems to be 

unrelated  

to the murders. At the police station, he learns that his landlady is trying to 

collect money that he owes her. During a conversation about the murders, 

Raskolnikov faints, and the police begin to suspect him. 

Raskolnikov returns to his room, collects the goods that he stole from the 

pawnbroker, and buries them under a rock in an out-of-the-way courtyard. He 

visits his friend Razumikhin and refuses his offer of work. Returning to his 

apartment, Raskolnikov falls into a fitful, nightmare-ridden sleep. After four 

days of fever and delirium, he wakes up to find out that his housekeeper, 

Nastasya, and Razumikhin have been taking care of him. He learns that 

Zossimov, a doctor, and Zamyotov, a young police detective, have also been 

visiting him. They have all noticed that Raskolnikov becomes extremely 

uncomfortable whenever the murders of the pawnbroker and her sister are 

mentioned. Luzhin, Dunya’s fiancé, also makes a visit. After a confrontation 

with Luzhin, Raskolnikov goes to a café, where he almost confesses to 

Zamyotov that he is the murderer. Afterward, he impulsively goes to the 

apartment of the pawnbroker. On his way back home, he discovers that 

Marmeladov has been run over by a carriage. 
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Raskolnikov helps to carry him back to his apartment, where Marmeladov 

dies. At the apartment, he meets Sonya and gives the family twenty rubles that 

he received from his mother. Returning with Razumikhin to his own 

apartment, Raskolnikov faints when he discovers that his sister and mother are 

there waiting for him. 

 

Raskolnikov becomes annoyed with Pulcheria Alexandrovna and Dunya and 

orders them out of the room. He also commands Dunya to break her 

engagement with Luzhin. Razumikhin, meanwhile, falls in love with Dunya. 

The next morning, Razumikhin tries to explain Raskolnikov’s character to 

Dunya and Pulcheria Alexandrovna, and then the three return to Raskolnikov’s 

apartment. There, Zossimov greets them and tells them that Raskolnikov’s 

condition is much improved. Raskolnikov apologizes for his behavior the night 

before and confesses to giving all his money to the Marmeladovs.  

But he soon grows angry and irritable again and demands that Dunya not 

marry Luzhin. Dunya tells him that she is meeting with Luzhin that evening, 

and that although Luzhin has requested specifically that Raskolnikov not be 

there, she would like him to come nevertheless. Raskolnikov agrees. At that 

moment, Sonya enters the room, greatly embarrassed to be in the presence of 

Raskolnikov’s family. She invites Raskolnikov to her father’s funeral, and he 

accepts. On her way back to her apartment, Sonya is followed by a strange 

man, who we later learn is Svidrigailov—Dunya’s lecherous former employer 

who is obsessively attracted to her. 

Under the pretense of trying to recover a watch he pawned, Raskolnikov visits 

the magistrate in charge of the murder investigation, Porfiry Petrovich, a 

relative of Razumikhin’s. Zamyotov is at the detective’s house when 

Raskolnikov arrives. Raskolnikov and Porfiry have a tense conversation about 

the murders. Raskolnikov starts to believe that Porfiry suspects him and is 

trying to lead him into a trap. Afterward, Raskolnikov and Razumikhin discuss 

the conversation, trying to figure out if Porfiry suspects him. When 

Raskolnikov returns to his apartment, he learns that a man had come there 
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looking for him. When he catches up to the man in the street, the man calls 

him a murderer. That night Raskolnikov dreams about the pawnbroker’s 

murder. When he wakes up, there is a stranger in the room. 

The stranger is Svidrigailov. He explains that he would like Dunya to break 

her engagement with Luzhin, whom he esteems unworthy of her. He offers to 

give Dunya the enormous sum of ten thousand rubles. He also tells 

Raskolnikov that his late wife, Marfa Petrovna, left Dunya three thousand 

rubles in her will. Raskolnikov rejects Svidrigailov’s offer of money and, after 

hearing him talk about seeing the ghost of Marfa, suspects that he is insane. 

After Svidrigailov leaves, Raskolnikov and Razumikhin walk to a restaurant to 

meet Dunya, Pulcheria Alexandrovna, and Luzhin. Razumikhin tells  

Raskolnikov that he is certain that the police suspect Raskolnikov. Luzhin is 

insulted to find that Raskolnikov, contrary to his wishes, is in attendance at the 

meal. They discuss Svidrigailov’s arrival in the city and the money that has 

been offered to Dunya. Luzhin and Raskolnikov get into an argument, during 

the course of which Luzhin offends everyone in the room, including his 

fiancée and prospective mother-in-law. Dunya breaks the engagement and 

forces him to leave.  

Everyone is overjoyed at his departure. Razumikhin starts to talk about plans 

to go into the publishing business as a family, but Raskolnikov ruins the mood 

by telling them that he does not want to see them anymore. When Raskolnikov 

leaves the room, Razumikhin chases him down the stairs. They stop, face-to-

face, and Razumikhin realizes, without a word being spoken, that Raskolnikov 

is guilty of the murders. He rushes back to Dunya and Pulcheria Alexandrovna 

to reassure them that he will help them through whatever difficulties they 

encounter. 

Raskolnikov goes to the apartment of Sonya Marmeladov. During their 

conversation, he learns that Sonya was a friend of one of his victims, Lizaveta. 

He forces Sonya to read to him the biblical story of Lazarus, who was 

resurrected by Jesus. Meanwhile, Svidrigailov eavesdrops from the apartment 

next door. 
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The following morning, Raskolnikov visits Porfiry Petrovich at the police 

department, supposedly in order to turn in a formal request for his pawned 

watch. As they converse, Raskolnikov starts to feel again that Porfiry is trying 

to lead him into a trap. Eventually, he breaks under the pressure and accuses 

Porfiry of playing psychological games with him. At the height of tension 

between them, Nikolai, a workman who is being held under suspicion for the 

murders, bursts into the room and confesses to the murders. On the way to 

Katerina Ivanovna’s memorial dinner for Marmeladov, Raskolnikov meets the 

mysterious man who called him a murderer and learns that the man actually 

knows very little about the case. 

The scene shifts to the apartment of Luzhin and his roommate, Lebezyatnikov, 

where Luzhin is nursing his hatred for Raskolnikov, whom he blames for the 

breaking of his engagement to Dunya. Although Luzhin has been invited to 

Marmeladov’s memorial dinner, he refuses to go. He invites Sonya to his room 

and gives her a ten-ruble bill. Katerina’s memorial dinner goes poorly. The 

widow is extremely fussy and proud, but few guests have shown up, and, 

except for Raskolnikov, those that have are drunk and crude.  

Luzhin then enters the room and accuses Sonya of stealing a one-hundred-

ruble bill. Sonya denies his claim, but the bill is discovered in one of her 

pockets. Just as everyone is about to label Sonya a thief, however, 

Lebezyatnikov enters and tells the room that he saw Luzhin slip the bill into 

Sonya’s pocket as she was leaving his room. Raskolnikov explains that Luzhin 

was probably trying to embarrass him by discrediting Sonya. Luzhin leaves, 

and a fight breaks out between Katerina and her landlady. 

After the dinner, Raskolnikov goes to Sonya’s room and confesses the murders 

to her. They have a long conversation about his confused motives. Sonya tries 

to convince him to confess to the authorities. Lebezyatnikov then enters and 

informs them that Katerina Ivanovna seems to have gone mad—she is 

parading the children in the streets, begging for money. Sonya rushes out to 

find them while Raskolnikov goes back to his room and talks to Dunya. He 

soon returns to the street and sees Katerina dancing and singing wildly.  
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She collapses after a confrontation with a policeman and, soon after being 

brought back to her room, dies. Svidrigailov appears and offers to pay for the 

funeral and the care of the children. He reveals to Raskolnikov that he knows 

Raskolnikov is the murderer. 

 

Raskolnikov wanders around in a haze after his confession to Sonya and the 

death of Katerina. Razumikhin confronts him in his room, asking him whether 

he has gone mad and telling him of the pain that he has caused his mother and 

sister. After their conversation, Porfiry Petrovich appears and apologizes for 

his treatment of Raskolnikov in the police station. Nonetheless, he does not 

believe Nikolai’s confession. He accuses Raskolnikov of the murders but 

admits that he does not have enough evidence to arrest him.  

Finally, he urges him to confess, telling him that he will receive a lighter 

sentence if he does so. Raskolnikov goes looking for Svidrigailov, eventually 

finding him in a café. Svidrigailov tells him that though he is still attracted to 

Dunya, he has gotten engaged to a sixteen-year-old girl. Svidrigailov parts 

from Raskolnikov and manages to bring Dunya to his room, where he 

threatens to rape her after she refuses to marry him. She fires several shots at 

him with a revolver and misses, but when he sees how strongly she dislikes 

him, he allows her to leave. He takes her revolver and wanders aimlessly 

around St. Petersburg. He gives three thousand rubles to Dunya, fifteen 

thousand rubles to the family of his fiancée, and then books a room in a hotel. 

He sleeps fitfully and dreams of a flood and a seductive five-year-old girl. In 

the morning, he kills himself. 

Raskolnikov, who is visiting his mother, tells her that he will always love her 

and then returns to his room, where he tells Dunya that he is planning to 

confess. After she leaves, he goes to visit Sonya, who gives him a cross to 

wear. On the way to the police station, he stops in a marketplace and kisses the 

ground. He almost pulls back from confessing when he reaches the police 

station and learns of Svidrigailov’s suicide. The sight of Sonya, however, 
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convinces him to go through with it, and he confesses to one of the police 

officials, Ilya Petrovich. 

A year and a half later, Raskolnikov is in prison in Siberia, where he has been 

for nine months. Sonya has moved to the town outside the prison, and she 

visits Raskolnikov regularly and tries to ease his burden. Because of his 

confession, his mental confusion surrounding the murders, and testimony 

about his past good deeds, he has received, instead of a death sentence, a 

reduced sentence of eight years of hard labor in Siberia. After Raskolnikov’s 

arrest, his mother became delirious and died. Razumikhin and Dunya were 

married. For a short while, Raskolnikov remains as proud and alienated from 

humanity as he was before his confession, but he eventually realizes that he 

truly loves Sonya and expresses remorse for his crime. 

 

4. David Copperfield   /Charles Dickens 

Now a grown man, David Copperfield tells the story of his youth. As a young 

boy, he lives happily with his mother and his nurse, Peggotty. His father died 

before he was born. During David’s early childhood, his mother marries the 

violent Mr. Murdstone, who brings his strict sister, Miss Murdstone, into the 

house. The Murdstones treat David cruelly, and David bites Mr. Murdstone’s 

hand during one beating. The Murdstones send David away to school. 

Peggotty takes David to visit her family in Yarmouth, where David meets 

Peggotty’s brother, Mr. Peggotty, and his two adopted children, Ham and 

Little Em’ly. Mr. Peggotty’s family lives in a boat turned upside down—a 

space they share with Mrs. Gummidge, the widowed wife of Mr. Peggotty’s 

brother. After this visit, David attends school at Salem House, which is run by 

a man named Mr. Creakle. David befriends and idolizes an egotistical young 

man named James Steerforth. David also befriends Tommy Traddles, an 

unfortunate, fat young boy who is beaten more than the others. 

David’s mother dies, and David returns home, where the Murdstones neglect 

him. He works at Mr. Murdstone’s wine-bottling business and moves in with 
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Mr. Micawber, who mismanages his finances. When Mr. Micawber leaves 

London to escape his creditors, David decides to search for his father’s sister, 

Miss Betsey Trotwood—his only living relative. He walks a long distance to 

Miss Betsey’s home, and she takes him in on the advice of her mentally 

unstable friend, Mr. Dick. Miss Betsey sends David to a school run by a man 

named Doctor Strong. David moves in with Mr. Wickfield and his daughter, 

Agnes, while he attends school. Agnes and David become best friends. Among 

Wickfield’s boarders is Uriah Heep, a snakelike young man who often 

involves himself in matters that are none of his business. David graduates and 

goes to Yarmouth to visit Peggotty, who is now married to Mr. Barkis, the 

carrier. David reflects on what profession he should pursue. 

On his way to Yarmouth, David encounters James Steerforth, and they take a 

detour to visit Steerforth’s mother. They arrive in Yarmouth, where Steerforth 

and the Peggottys become fond of one another. When they return from 

Yarmouth, Miss Betsey persuades David to pursue a career as a proctor, a kind 

of lawyer. David apprentices himself at the London firm of Spenlow and 

Jorkins and takes up lodgings with a woman named Mrs. Crupp. Mr. Spenlow 

invites David to his house for a weekend. There, David meets Spenlow’s 

daughter, Dora, and quickly falls in love with her. 

In London, David is reunited with Tommy Traddles and Mr. Micawber. Word 

reaches David, through Steerforth, that Mr. Barkis is terminally ill. David 

journeys to Yarmouth to visit Peggotty in her hour of need. Little Em’ly and 

Ham, now engaged, are to be married upon Mr. Barkis’s death. David,  

however, finds Little Em’ly upset over her impending marriage. When Mr. 

Barkis dies, Little Em’ly runs off with Steerforth, who she believes will make 

her a lady. Mr. Peggotty is devastated but vows to find Little Em’ly and bring 

her home. 

Miss Betsey visits London to inform David that her financial security has been 

ruined because Mr. Wickfield has joined into a partnership with Uriah Heep. 

David, who has become increasingly infatuated with Dora, vows to work as 

hard as he can to make their life together possible. Mr. Spenlow, however,  
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forbids Dora from marrying David. Mr. Spenlow dies in a carriage accident 

that night, and Dora goes to live with her two aunts. Meanwhile, Uriah Heep 

informs Doctor Strong that he suspects Doctor Strong’s wife, Annie, of having 

an affair with her young cousin, Jack Maldon. 

Dora and David marry, and Dora proves a terrible housewife, incompetent in 

her chores. David loves her anyway and is generally happy. Mr. Dick 

facilitates a reconciliation between Doctor Strong and Annie, who was not, in 

fact, cheating on her husband. Miss Dartle, Mrs. Steerforth’s ward, summons 

David and informs him that Steerforth has left Little Em’ly. Miss Dartle adds 

that Steerforth’s servant, Littimer, has proposed to her and that Little Em’ly 

has run away. David and Mr. Peggotty enlist the help of Little Em’ly’s 

childhood friend Martha, who locates Little Em’ly and brings Mr. Peggotty to 

her. Little Em’ly and Mr. Peggotty decide to move to Australia, as do the 

Micawbers, who first save the day for Agnes and Miss Betsey by exposing 

Uriah Heep’s fraud against Mr. Wickfield. 

A powerful storm hits Yarmouth and kills Ham while he attempts to rescue a 

shipwrecked sailor. The sailor turns out to be Steerforth. Meanwhile, Dora 

falls ill and dies. David leaves the country to travel abroad. His love for Agnes 

grows. When David returns, he and Agnes, who has long harbored a secret 

love for him, get married and have several children. David pursues his writing 

career with increasing commercial success. 
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5. The Grapes of Wrath   /John Steinbeck 

 

Released from an Oklahoma state prison after serving four years for a 

manslaughter conviction, Tom Joad makes his way back to his family’s farm 

in Oklahoma. He meets Jim Casy, a former preacher who has given up his 

calling out of a belief that all life is holy—even the parts that are typically 

thought to  

be sinful—and that sacredness consists simply in endeavoring to be an equal 

among the people. Jim accompanies Tom to his home, only to find it—and all 

the surrounding farms—deserted.  

Muley Graves, an old neighbor, wanders by and tells the men that everyone 

has been “tractored” off the land. Most families, he says, including his own, 

have headed to California to look for work. The next morning, Tom and Jim 

set out for Tom’s Uncle John’s, where Muley assures them they will find the 

Joad clan. Upon arrival, Tom finds Ma and Pa Joad packing up the family’s 

few possessions. Having seen handbills advertising fruit-picking jobs in 

California, they envision the trip to California as their only hope of getting 

their lives back on track. 

The journey to California in a rickety used truck is long and arduous. Grampa 

Joad, a feisty old man who complains bitterly that he does not want to leave 

his land, dies on the road shortly after the family’s departure. Dilapidated cars 

and trucks, loaded down with scrappy possessions, clog Highway 66: it seems 

the entire country is in flight to the Promised Land of California. The Joads 

meet Ivy and Sairy Wilson, a couple plagued with car trouble, and invite them 

to travel with the family. Sairy Wilson is sick and, near the California border, 

becomes unable to continue the journey. 

As the Joads near California, they hear ominous rumors of a depleted job 

market. One migrant tells Pa that 20,000 people show up for every 800 jobs  

and that his own children have starved to death. Although the Joads press on, 

their first days in California prove tragic, as Granma Joad dies. The remaining 
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family members move from one squalid camp to the next, looking in vain for 

work, struggling to find food, and trying desperately to hold their family 

together. Noah, the oldest of the Joad children, soon abandons the family, as 

does Connie, a young dreamer who is married to Tom’s pregnant sister, Rose 

of Sharon. 

The Joads meet with much hostility in California. The camps are overcrowded 

and full of starving migrants, who are often nasty to each other. The locals are 

fearful and angry at the flood of newcomers, whom they derisively label 

“Okies.” Work is almost impossible to find or pays such a meager wage that a 

family’s full day’s work cannot buy a decent meal. Fearing an uprising, the 

large landowners do everything in their power to keep the migrants poor and 

dependent. While staying in a ramshackle camp known as a “Hooverville,” 

Tom and several men get into a heated argument with a deputy sheriff over 

whether workers should organize into a union.  

When the argument turns violent, Jim Casy knocks the sheriff unconscious and 

is arrested. Police officers arrive and announce their intention to burn the 

Hooverville to the ground. 

A government-run camp proves much more hospitable to the Joads, and the 

family soon finds many friends and a bit of work. However, one day, while 

working at a pipe-laying job, Tom learns that the police are planning to stage a 

riot in the camp, which will allow them to shut down the facilities. By alerting 

and organizing the men in the camp, Tom helps to defuse the danger. Still, as 

pleasant as life in the government camp is, the Joads cannot survive without 

steady work, and they have to move on.  

They find employment picking fruit, but soon learn that they are earning a 

decent wage only because they have been hired to break a workers’ strike. 

Tom runs into Jim Casy who, after being released from jail, has begun 

organizing workers; in the process, Casy has made many enemies among the 

landowners. When the police hunt him down and kill him in Tom’s presence, 

Tom retaliates and kills a police officer. 
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Tom goes into hiding, while the family moves into a boxcar on a cotton farm. 

One day, Ruthie, the youngest Joad daughter, reveals to a girl in the camp that 

her brother has killed two men and is hiding nearby. Fearing for his safety, Ma 

Joad finds Tom and sends him away. Tom heads off to fulfill Jim’s task of 

organizing the migrant workers.  

The end of the cotton season means the end of work, and word sweeps across 

the land that there are no jobs to be had for three months. Rains set in and 

flood the land. Rose of Sharon gives birth to a stillborn child, and Ma, 

desperate to get her family to safety from the floods, leads them to a dry barn 

not far away. Here, they find a young boy kneeling over his father, who is 

slowly starving to death. He has not eaten for days, giving whatever food he 

had to his son. Realizing that Rose of Sharon is now producing milk, Ma sends 

the others outside, so that her daughter can nurse the dying man. 

 

6. Great Expectations   /Charles Dickens 

 

Pip, a young orphan living with his sister and her husband in the marshes of 

Kent, sits in a cemetery one evening looking at his parents’ tombstones. 

Suddenly, an escaped convict springs up from behind a tombstone, grabs Pip, 

and orders him to bring him food and a file for his leg irons. Pip obeys, but the 

fearsome convict is soon captured anyway. The convict protects Pip by 

claiming to have stolen the items himself. 

One day Pip is taken by his Uncle Pumblechook to play at Satis House, the 

home of the wealthy dowager Miss Havisham, who is extremely eccentric: she 

wears an old wedding dress everywhere she goes and keeps all the clocks in 

her house stopped at the same time. During his visit, he meets a beautiful 

young girl named Estella, who treats him coldly and contemptuously.  

Nevertheless, he falls in love with her and dreams of becoming a wealthy 

gentleman so that he might be worthy of her. He even hopes that Miss 

Havisham intends to make  
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him a gentleman and marry him to Estella, but his hopes are dashed when, 

after months of regular visits to Satis House, Miss Havisham decides to help 

him become a common laborer in his family’s business. 

With Miss Havisham’s guidance, Pip is apprenticed to his brother-in-law, Joe, 

who is the village blacksmith. Pip works in the forge unhappily, struggling to 

better his education with the help of the plain, kind Biddy and encountering 

Joe’s malicious day laborer, Orlick. One night, after an altercation with Orlick, 

Pip’s sister, known as Mrs. Joe, is viciously attacked and becomes a mute 

invalid. From her signals, Pip suspects that Orlick was responsible for the 

attack. 

One day a lawyer named Jaggers appears with strange news: a secret 

benefactor has given Pip a large fortune, and Pip must come to London 

immediately to begin his education as a gentleman. Pip happily assumes that 

his previous hopes have come true—that Miss Havisham is his secret 

benefactor and that the old woman intends for him to marry Estella. 

 

In London, Pip befriends a young gentleman named Herbert Pocket and 

Jaggers’s law clerk, Wemmick. He expresses disdain for his former friends 

and loved ones, especially Joe, but he continues to pine after Estella. He 

furthers his education by studying with the tutor Matthew Pocket, Herbert’s 

father. Herbert himself helps Pip learn how to act like a gentleman. When Pip 

turns twenty-one and begins to receive an income from his fortune, he will 

secretly help Herbert buy his way into the business he has chosen for himself.  

But for now, Herbert and Pip lead a fairly undisciplined life in London, 

enjoying themselves and running up debts. Orlick reappears in Pip’s life, 

employed as Miss Havisham’s porter, but is promptly fired by Jaggers after 

Pip reveals Orlick’s unsavory past. Mrs. Joe dies, and Pip goes home for the  

funeral, feeling tremendous grief and remorse. Several years go by, until one 

night a familiar figure barges into Pip’s room—the convict, Magwitch, who 

stuns Pip by announcing that he, not Miss Havisham, is the source of Pip’s 
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fortune. He tells Pip that he was so moved by Pip’s boyhood kindness that he 

dedicated his life to making Pip a gentleman, and he made a fortune in 

Australia for that very purpose. 

Pip is appalled, but he feels morally bound to help Magwitch escape London, 

as the convict is pursued both by the police and by Compeyson, his former 

partner in crime. A complicated mystery begins to fall into place when Pip 

discovers that Compeyson was the man who abandoned Miss Havisham at the 

altar and that Estella is Magwitch’s daughter. Miss Havisham has raised her to 

break men’s hearts, as revenge for the pain her own broken heart caused her. 

Pip was merely a boy for the young Estella to practice on; Miss Havisham 

delighted in Estella’s ability to toy with his affections. 

As the weeks pass, Pip sees the good in Magwitch and begins to care for him 

deeply. Before Magwitch’s escape attempt, Estella marries an upper-class lout 

named Bentley Drummle. Pip makes a visit to Satis House, where Miss 

Havisham begs his forgiveness for the way she has treated him in the past, and 

he forgives her. Later that day, when she bends over the fireplace, her clothing 

catches fire and she goes up in flames. She survives but becomes an invalid. In 

her final days, she will continue to repent for her misdeeds and to plead for 

Pip’s forgiveness. 

The time comes for Pip and his friends to spirit Magwitch away from London. 

Just before the escape attempt, Pip is called to a shadowy meeting in the 

marshes, where he encounters the vengeful, evil Orlick. Orlick is on the verge 

of killing Pip when Herbert arrives with a group of friends and saves Pip’s life. 

 Pip and Herbert hurry back to effect Magwitch’s escape. They try to sneak 

Magwitch down the river on a rowboat, but they are discovered by the police, 

who Compeyson tipped off. Magwitch and Compeyson fight in the river, and 

Compeyson is drowned. Magwitch is sentenced to death, and Pip loses his 

fortune.  

Magwitch feels that his sentence is God’s forgiveness and dies at peace. Pip 

falls ill; Joe comes to London to care for him, and they are reconciled. Joe  
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gives him the news from home: Orlick, after robbing Pumblechook, is now in 

jail; Miss Havisham has died and left most of her fortune to the Pockets; Biddy 

has taught Joe how to read and write. After Joe leaves, Pip decides to rush 

home after him and marry Biddy, but when he arrives there he discovers that 

she and Joe have already married. 

Pip decides to go abroad with Herbert to work in the mercantile trade. 

Returning many years later, he encounters Estella in the ruined garden at Satis 

House. Drummle, her husband, treated her badly, but he is now dead. Pip finds 

that Estella’s coldness and cruelty have been replaced by a sad kindness, and 

the two leave the garden hand in hand, Pip believing that they will never part 

again.  

 

7. Moby-Dick   /Herman Melville 

 

Ishmael, the narrator, announces his intent to ship aboard a whaling vessel. He 

has made several voyages as a sailor but none as a whaler. He travels to New 

Bedford, Massachusetts, where he stays in a whalers’ inn. Since the inn is 

rather full, he has to share a bed with a harpooner from the South Pacific 

named Queequeg. At first repulsed by Queequeg’s strange habits and shocking 

appearance (Queequeg is covered with tattoos), Ishmael eventually comes to 

appreciate the man’s generosity and kind spirit, and the two decide to seek 

work on a whaling vessel together.  

They take a ferry to Nantucket, the traditional capital of the whaling industry. 

There they secure berths on the Pequod, a savage-looking ship adorned with 

the bones and teeth of sperm whales. Peleg and Bildad, the Pequod’s Quaker 

owners, drive a hard bargain in terms of salary. They also mention the ship’s 

mysterious captain, Ahab, who is still recovering from losing his leg in an 

encounter with a sperm whale on his last voyage. 

The Pequod leaves Nantucket on a cold Christmas Day with a crew made up of 

men from many different countries and races. Soon the ship is in warmer 
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waters, and Ahab makes his first appearance on deck, balancing gingerly on 

his false leg, which is made from a sperm whale’s jaw. He announces his 

desire to pursue and kill Moby Dick, the legendary great white whale who took 

his leg, because he sees this whale as the embodiment of evil. Ahab nails a 

gold doubloon to the mast and declares that it will be the prize for the first man 

to sight the whale. As the Pequod sails toward the southern tip of Africa, 

whales are sighted and unsuccessfully hunted. During the hunt, a group of 

men, none of whom anyone on the ship’s crew has seen before on the voyage, 

emerges from the hold. The men’s leader is an exotic-looking man named 

Fedallah. These men constitute Ahab’s private harpoon crew, smuggled aboard 

in defiance of Bildad and Peleg. Ahab hopes that their skills and Fedallah’s 

prophetic abilities will help him in his hunt for Moby Dick. 

The Pequod rounds Africa and enters the Indian Ocean. A few whales are 

successfully caught and processed for their oil. From time to time, the ship 

encounters other whaling vessels. Ahab always demands information about 

Moby Dick from their captains. One of the ships, the Jeroboam, carries 

Gabriel, a crazed prophet who predicts doom for anyone who threatens Moby 

Dick. His predictions seem to carry some weight, as those aboard his ship who 

have hunted the whale have met disaster. While trying to drain the oil from the 

head of a captured sperm whale, Tashtego, one of the Pequod’s harpooners, 

falls into the whale’s voluminous head, which then rips free of the ship and 

begins to sink. Queequeg saves Tashtego by diving into the ocean and cutting 

into the slowly sinking head. 

During another whale hunt, Pip, the Pequod’s black cabin boy, jumps from a 

whaleboat and is left behind in the middle of the ocean. He goes insane as the 

result of the experience and becomes a crazy but prophetic jester for the ship. 

Soon after, the Pequod meets the Samuel Enderby, a whaling ship whose 

skipper, Captain Boomer, has lost an arm in an encounter with Moby Dick.  

The two captains discuss the whale; Boomer, happy simply to have survived 

his encounter, cannot understand Ahab’s lust for vengeance. Not long after, 

Queequeg falls ill and has the ship’s carpenter make him a coffin in 
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anticipation of his death. He recovers, however, and the coffin eventually 

becomes the Pequod’s replacement life buoy. 

Ahab orders a harpoon forged in the expectation that he will soon encounter 

Moby Dick. He baptizes the harpoon with the blood of the Pequod’s three 

harpooners. The Pequod kills several more whales. Issuing a prophecy about 

Ahab’s death, Fedallah declares that Ahab will first see two hearses, the 

second of which will be made only from American wood, and that he will be 

killed by hemp rope.  

Ahab interprets these words to mean that he will not die at sea, where there are 

no hearses and no hangings. A typhoon hits the Pequod, illuminating it with 

electrical fire. Ahab takes this occurrence as a sign of imminent confrontation 

and success, but Starbuck, the ship’s first mate, takes it as a bad omen and 

considers killing Ahab to end the mad quest. After the storm ends, one of the 

sailors falls from the ship’s masthead and drowns—a grim foreshadowing of 

what lies ahead. 

Ahab’s fervent desire to find and destroy Moby Dick continues to intensify, 

and the mad Pip is now his constant companion. The Pequod approaches the 

equator, where Ahab expects to find the great whale. The ship encounters two 

more whaling ships, the Rachel and the Delight, both of which have recently 

had fatal encounters with the whale. Ahab finally sights Moby Dick. The 

harpoon boats are launched, and Moby Dick attacks Ahab’s harpoon boat, 

destroying it. The next day, Moby Dick is sighted again, and the boats are 

lowered once more. The whale is harpooned, but Moby Dick again attacks 

Ahab’s boat. Fedallah, trapped in the harpoon line, is dragged overboard to his 

death. Starbuck must maneuver the Pequod between Ahab and the angry 

whale. 

On the third day, the boats are once again sent after Moby Dick, who once 

again attacks them. The men can see Fedallah’s corpse lashed to the whale by 

the harpoon line. Moby Dick rams the Pequod and sinks it. Ahab is then 

caught in a harpoon line and hurled out of his harpoon boat to his death. All of 

the remaining whaleboats and men are caught in the vortex created by the 
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sinking Pequod and pulled under to their deaths. Ishmael, who was thrown 

from a boat at the beginning of the chase, was far enough away to escape the 

whirlpool, and he alone survives. He floats atop Queequeg’s coffin, which 

popped back up from the wreck, until he is picked up by the Rachel, which is 

still searching for the crewmen lost in her earlier encounter with Moby Dick. 

 

8. Pride and Prejudice   /Jane Austen 

 

The news that a wealthy young gentleman named Charles Bingley has rented 

the manor of Netherfield Park causes a great stir in the nearby village of 

Longbourn, especially in the Bennet household. The Bennets have five 

unmarried daughters—from oldest to youngest, Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty, 

and Lydia—and Mrs. Bennet is desperate to see them all married. After Mr. 

Bennet pays a social visit to Mr. Bingley, the Bennets attend a ball at which 

Mr. Bingley is present. He is taken with Jane and spends much of the evening  

dancing with her. His close friend, Mr. Darcy, is less pleased with the evening 

and haughtily refuses to dance with Elizabeth, which makes everyone view 

him as arrogant and obnoxious. 

At social functions over subsequent weeks, however, Mr. Darcy finds himself 

increasingly attracted to Elizabeth’s charm and intelligence. Jane’s friendship 

with Mr. Bingley also continues to burgeon, and Jane pays a visit to the 

Bingley mansion. On her journey to the house she is caught in a downpour and 

catches ill, forcing her to stay at Netherfield for several days. In order to tend 

to Jane, Elizabeth hikes through muddy fields and arrives with a spattered 

dress, much to the disdain of the snobbish Miss Bingley, Charles Bingley’s 

sister. Miss Bingley’s spite only increases when she notices that Darcy, whom 

she is pursuing, pays quite a bit of attention to Elizabeth. 

When Elizabeth and Jane return home, they find Mr. Collins visiting their 

household. Mr. Collins is a young clergyman who stands to inherit Mr. 

Bennet’s property, which has been “entailed,” meaning that it can only be 
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passed down to male heirs. Mr. Collins is a pompous fool, though he is quite 

enthralled by the Bennet girls. Shortly after his arrival, he makes a proposal of 

marriage to Elizabeth. She turns him down, wounding his pride. Meanwhile, 

the Bennet girls have become friendly with militia officers stationed in a 

nearby town. Among them is Wickham, a handsome young soldier who is 

friendly toward Elizabeth and tells her how Darcy cruelly cheated him out of 

an inheritance. 

At the beginning of winter, the Bingleys and Darcy leave Netherfield and 

return to London, much to Jane’s dismay. A further shock arrives with the 

news that Mr. Collins has become engaged to Charlotte Lucas, Elizabeth’s best 

friend and the poor daughter of a local knight. Charlotte explains to Elizabeth 

that she is  

getting older and needs the match for financial reasons. Charlotte and Mr. 

Collins get married and Elizabeth promises to visit them at their new home. As 

winter progresses, Jane visits the city to see friends (hoping also that she might 

see Mr. Bingley). However, Miss Bingley visits her and behaves rudely, while 

Mr. Bingley fails to visit her at all. The marriage prospects for the Bennet girls 

appear bleak. 

That spring, Elizabeth visits Charlotte, who now lives near the home of Mr. 

Collins’s patron, Lady Catherine de Bourgh, who is also Darcy’s aunt. Darcy 

calls on Lady Catherine and encounters Elizabeth, whose presence leads him 

to make a number of visits to the Collins’s home, where she is staying. One 

day, he makes a shocking proposal of marriage, which Elizabeth quickly 

refuses. She tells Darcy that she considers him arrogant and unpleasant, then 

scolds him for steering Bingley away from Jane and disinheriting Wickham. 

Darcy leaves her but shortly thereafter delivers a letter to her. In this letter, he 

admits that he urged Bingley to distance himself from Jane, but claims he did 

so only because he thought their romance was not serious. As for Wickham, he 

informs Elizabeth that the young officer is a liar and that the real cause of their 

disagreement was Wickham’s attempt to elope with his young sister, 

Georgiana Darcy. 
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This letter causes Elizabeth to reevaluate her feelings about Darcy. She returns 

home and acts coldly toward Wickham. The militia is leaving town, which 

makes the younger, rather man-crazy Bennet girls distraught. Lydia manages 

to obtain permission from her father to spend the summer with an old colonel 

in Brighton, where Wickham’s regiment will be stationed.  

With the arrival of June, Elizabeth goes on another journey, this time with the 

Gardiners, who are relatives of the Bennets. The trip takes her to the North and 

eventually to the neighborhood of Pemberley, Darcy’s estate. She visits  

Pemberley, after making sure that Darcy is away, and delights in the building 

and grounds, while hearing from Darcy’s servants that he is a wonderful, 

generous master. Suddenly, Darcy arrives and behaves cordially toward her. 

Making no mention of his proposal, he entertains the Gardiners and invites 

Elizabeth to meet his sister. 

Shortly thereafter, however, a letter arrives from home, telling Elizabeth that 

Lydia has eloped with Wickham and that the couple is nowhere to be found, 

which suggests that they may be living together out of wedlock. Fearful of the 

disgrace such a situation would bring on her entire family, Elizabeth hastens 

home. Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Bennet go off to search for Lydia, but Mr. Bennet 

eventually returns home empty-handed. Just when all hope seems lost, a letter 

comes from Mr. Gardiner saying that the couple has been found and that 

Wickham has agreed to marry Lydia in exchange for an annual income. The 

Bennets are convinced that Mr. Gardiner has paid off Wickham, but Elizabeth 

learns that the source of the money, and of her family’s salvation, was none 

other than Darcy. 

Now married, Wickham and Lydia return to Longbourn briefly, where Mr. 

Bennet treats them coldly. They then depart for Wickham’s new assignment in 

the North of England. Shortly thereafter, Bingley returns to Netherfield and 

resumes his courtship of Jane. Darcy goes to stay with him and pays visits to 

the Bennets but makes no mention of his desire to marry Elizabeth. Bingley, 

on the other hand, presses his suit and proposes to Jane, to the delight of 
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everyone but Bingley’s haughty sister. While the family celebrates, Lady 

Catherine de Bourgh pays a visit to Longbourn. 

She corners Elizabeth and says that she has heard that Darcy, her nephew, is 

planning to marry her. Since she considers a Bennet an unsuitable match for a 

Darcy, Lady Catherine demands that Elizabeth promise to refuse him. 

Elizabeth spiritedly refuses, saying she is not engaged to Darcy, but she will 

not promise anything against her own happiness. A little later, Elizabeth and 

Darcy go out walking together and he tells her that his feelings have not 

altered since the spring. She tenderly accepts his proposal, and both Jane and 

Elizabeth are married. 

 

9. The Sound and the Fury   /William Faulkner 

 

Attempting to apply traditional plot summary to The Sound and the Fury is 

difficult. At a basic level, the novel is about the three Compson brothers’ 

obsessions with the their sister Caddy, but this brief synopsis represents 

merely the surface of what the novel contains. A story told in four chapters, by 

four different voices, and out of chronological order, The Sound and the Fury 

requires intense concentration and patience to interpret and understand. 

The first three chapters of the novel consist of the convoluted thoughts, voices, 

and memories of the three Compson brothers, captured on three different days. 

The brothers are Benjy, a severely retarded thirty-three-year-old man, speaking 

in April, 1928; Quentin, a young Harvard student, speaking in June, 1910; and 

Jason, a bitter farm-supply store worker, speaking again in April, 1928. 

Faulkner tells the fourth chapter in his own narrative voice, but focuses on 

Dilsey, the Compson family’s devoted “Negro” cook who has played a great 

part in raising the children. Faulkner harnesses the brothers’ memories of their 

sister Caddy, using a single symbolic moment to forecast the decline of the 

once prominent Compson family and to examine the deterioration of the 

Southern aristocratic class since the Civil War. 
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The Compsons are one of several prominent names in the town of Jefferson, 

Mississippi. Their ancestors helped settle the area and subsequently defended 

it during the Civil War. Since the war, the Compsons have gradually seen their 

wealth, land, and status crumble away. Mr. Compson is an alcoholic. Mrs. 

Compson is a self-absorbed hypochondriac who depends almost entirely upon 

Dilsey to raise her four children. Quentin, the oldest child, is a sensitive bundle  

of neuroses. Caddy is stubborn, but loving and compassionate. 

Jason has been difficult and mean-spirited since birth and is largely spurned by 

the other children. Benjy is severely mentally disabled, an “idiot” with no 

understanding of the concepts of time or morality. In the absence of the self-

absorbed Mrs. Compson, Caddy serves as a mother figure and symbol of 

affection for Benjy and Quentin. 

As the children grow older, however, Caddy begins to behave promiscuously, 

which torments Quentin and sends Benjy into fits of moaning and crying. 

Quentin is preparing to go to Harvard, and Mr. Compson sells a large portion 

of the family land to provide funds for the tuition. Caddy loses her virginity 

and becomes pregnant. She is unable or unwilling to name the father of the 

child, though it is likely Dalton Ames, a boy from town. 

Caddy’s pregnancy leaves Quentin emotionally shattered. He attempts to claim 

false responsibility for the pregnancy, lying to his father that he and Caddy 

have committed incest. Mr. Compson is indifferent to Caddy’s promiscuity, 

dismissing Quentin’s story and telling his son to leave early for the Northeast. 

Attempting to cover up her indiscretions, Caddy quickly marries Herbert Head, 

a banker she met in Indiana. Herbert promises Jason Compson a job in his 

bank. Herbert immediately divorces Caddy and rescinds Jason’s job offer 

when he realizes his wife is pregnant with another man’s child. Meanwhile, 

Quentin, still mired in despair over Caddy’s sin, commits suicide by drowning 

himself in the Charles River just before the end of his first year at Harvard. 

The Compsons disown Caddy from the family, but take in her newborn 

daughter, Miss Quentin. The task of raising Miss Quentin falls squarely on  
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Dilsey’s shoulders. Mr. Compson dies of alcoholism roughly a year after 

Quentin’s suicide. As the oldest surviving son, Jason becomes the head of the 

Compson household. Bitterly employed at a menial job in the local farm-

supply store, Jason devises an ingenious scheme to steal the money Caddy 

sends to support Miss Quentin’s upbringing. 

Miss Quentin grows up to be an unhappy, rebellious, and promiscuous girl, 

constantly in conflict with her overbearing and vicious uncle Jason. On Easter 

Sunday, 1928, Miss Quentin steals several thousand dollars from Jason and 

runs away with a man from a traveling show. While Jason chases after Miss 

Quentin to no avail, Dilsey takes Benjy and the rest of her family to Easter 

services at the local church. 

 

10. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland   /Lewis Carroll 

 

Alice sits on a riverbank on a warm summer day, drowsily reading over her 

sister’s shoulder, when she catches sight of a White Rabbit in a waistcoat 

running by her. The White Rabbit pulls out a pocket watch, exclaims that he is 

late, and pops down a rabbit hole. Alice follows the White Rabbit down the 

hole and comes upon a great hallway lined with doors. She finds a small door 

that she opens using a key she discovers on a nearby table. Through the door, 

she sees a beautiful garden, and Alice begins to cry when she realizes she 

cannot fit through the door. She finds a bottle marked “DRINK ME” and 

downs the contents. She shrinks down to the right size to enter the door but 

cannot enter since she has left the key on the tabletop above her head. Alice 

discovers a cake marked “EAT ME” which causes her to grow to an 

inordinately large height. Still unable to enter the garden, Alice begins to cry 

again, and her giant tears form a pool at her feet. 

As she cries, Alice shrinks and falls into the pool of tears. The pool of tears 

becomes a sea, and as she treads water she meets a Mouse. The Mouse  
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accompanies Alice to shore, where a number of animals stand gathered on a 

bank. After a “Caucus Race,” Alice scares the animals away with tales of her 

cat, Dinah, and finds herself alone again. 

Alice meets the White Rabbit again, who mistakes her for a servant and sends 

her off to fetch his things. While in the White Rabbit’s house, Alice drinks an 

unmarked bottle of liquid and grows to the size of the room. The White Rabbit 

returns to his house, fuming at the now-giant Alice, but she swats him and his 

servants away with her giant hand. The animals outside try to get her out of the 

house by throwing rocks at her, which inexplicably transform into cakes when 

they land in the house. Alice eats one of the cakes, which causes her to shrink 

to a small size. She wanders off into the forest, where she meets a Caterpillar 

sitting on a mushroom and smoking a hookah (i.e., a water pipe).  

The Caterpillar and Alice get into an argument, but before the Caterpillar 

crawls away in disgust, he tells Alice that different parts of the mushroom will 

make her grow or shrink. Alice tastes a part of the mushroom, and her neck 

stretches above the trees. A pigeon sees her and attacks, deeming her a serpent 

hungry for pigeon eggs. 

Alice eats another part of the mushroom and shrinks down to a normal height. 

She wanders until she comes across the house of the Duchess. She enters and 

finds the Duchess, who is nursing a squealing baby, as well as a grinning 

Cheshire Cat, and a Cook who tosses massive amounts of pepper into a 

cauldron of soup. The Duchess behaves rudely to Alice and then departs to 

prepare for a croquet game with the Queen. As she leaves, the Duchess hands 

Alice the baby, which Alice discovers is a pig. Alice lets the pig go and 

reenters the forest, where she meets the Cheshire Cat again. The Cheshire Cat 

explains to Alice that everyone in Wonderland is mad, including Alice herself. 

The Cheshire Cat gives directions to the March Hare’s house and fades away 

to nothing but a floating grin. 

Alice travels to the March Hare’s house to find the March Hare, the Mad 

Hatter, and the Dormouse having tea together. Treated rudely by all three, 

Alice stands by the tea party, uninvited. She learns that they have wronged 
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Time and are trapped in perpetual tea-time. After a final discourtesy, Alice 

leaves and journeys through the forest. She finds a tree with a door in its side, 

and travels through it to find herself back in the great hall. She takes the key 

and uses the mushroom to shrink down and enter the garden. 

After saving several gardeners from the temper of the Queen of Hearts, Alice 

joins the Queen in a strange game of croquet. The croquet ground is hilly, the 

mallets and balls are live flamingos and hedgehogs, and the Queen tears about, 

frantically calling for the other player’s executions. Amidst this madness, 

Alice bumps into the Cheshire Cat again, who asks her how she is doing. The 

King of Hearts interrupts their conversation and attempts to bully the Cheshire 

Cat, who impudently dismisses the King. The King takes offense and arranges 

for the Cheshire Cat’s execution, but since the Cheshire Cat is now only a head 

floating in midair, no one can agree on how to behead it. 

The Duchess approaches Alice and attempts to befriend her, but the Duchess 

makes Alice feel uneasy. The Queen of Hearts chases the Duchess off and tells 

Alice that she must visit the Mock Turtle to hear his story. The Queen of 

Hearts sends Alice with the Gryphon as her escort to meet the Mock Turtle. 

Alice shares her strange experiences with the Mock Turtle and the Gryphon, 

who listen sympathetically and comment on the strangeness of her adventures. 

After listening to the Mock Turtle’s story, they hear an announcement that a 

trial is about to begin, and the Gryphon brings Alice back to the croquet 

ground. 

The Knave of Hearts stands trial for stealing the Queen’s tarts. The King of  

Hearts leads the proceedings, and various witnesses approach the stand to give 

evidence. The Mad Hatter and the Cook both give their testimony, but none of 

it makes any sense. The White Rabbit, acting as a herald, calls Alice to the 

witness stand.  

The King goes nowhere with his line of questioning, but takes encouragement 

when the White Rabbit provides new evidence in the form of a letter written 

by the Knave. The letter turns out to be a poem, which the King interprets as 

an admission of guilt on the part of the Knave. Alice believes the note to be 
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nonsense and protests the King’s interpretation. The Queen becomes furious 

with Alice and orders her beheading, but Alice grows to a huge size and 

knocks over the Queen’s army of playing cards. 

All of a sudden, Alice finds herself awake on her sister’s lap, back at the 

riverbank. She tells her sister about her dream and goes inside for tea as her 

sister ponders Alice’s adventures. 

 

11.  One Hundred Years of Solitude   /Gabriel García Márquez 

 

One Hundred Years of Solitude is the history of the isolated town of Macondo 

and of the family who founds it, the Buendías. For years, the town has no 

contact with the outside world, except for gypsies who occasionally visit, 

peddling technologies like ice and telescopes. The patriarch of the family, José 

Arcadio Buendía, is impulsive and inquisitive. He remains a leader who is also 

deeply solitary, alienating himself from other men in his obsessive 

investigations into mysterious matters. These character traits are inherited by 

his descendents throughout the novel. His older child, José Arcadio, inherits 

his vast physical strength and his impetuousness. His younger child, 

Aureliano, inherits his intense, enigmatic focus. Gradually, the village loses its 

innocent, solitary state when it establishes contact with other towns in the 

region.  

Civil wars begin, bringing violence and death to peaceful Macondo, which, 

previously, had experienced neither, and Aureliano becomes the leader of the 

Liberal rebels, achieving fame as Colonel Aureliano Buendía. Macondo 

changes from an idyllic, magical, and sheltered place to a town irrevocably 

 connected to the outside world through the notoriety of Colonel Buendía. 

Macondo’s governments change several times during and after the war. At one 

point, Arcadio, the cruelest of the Buendías, rules dictatorially and is 

eventually shot by a firing squad. Later, a mayor is appointed, and his reign is 
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peaceful until another civil uprising has him killed. After his death, the civil 

war ends with the signing of a peace treaty. 

More than a century goes by over the course of the book, and so most of the 

events that García Márquez describes are the major turning points in the lives 

of the Buendías: births, deaths, marriages, love affairs. Some of the Buendía 

men are wild and sexually rapacious, frequenting brothels and taking lovers. 

Others are quiet and solitary, preferring to shut themselves up in their rooms to 

make tiny golden fish or to pore over ancient manuscripts. The women, too,  

range from the outrageously outgoing, like Meme, who once brings home 

seventy-two friends from boarding school, to the prim and proper Fernanda del 

Carpio, who wears a special nightgown with a hole at the crotch when she 

consummates her marriage with her husband. 

A sense of the family’s destiny for greatness remains alive in its tenacious 

matriarch, Ursula Iguarán, and she works devotedly to keep the family 

together despite its differences. But for the Buendía family, as for the entire 

village of Macondo, the centrifugal forces of modernity are devastating. 

Imperialist capitalism reaches Macondo as a banana plantation moves in and 

exploits the land and the workers, and the Americans who own the plantation 

settle in their own fenced-in section of town. Eventually, angry at the 

inhumane way in which they are treated, the banana workers go on strike.  

Thousands of them are massacred by the army, which sides with the plantation 

owners. When the bodies have been dumped into the sea, five years of 

ceaseless rain begin, creating a flood that sends Macondo into its final decline. 

As the city, beaten down by years of violence and false progress, begins to slip 

away, the Buendía family, too, begins its process of final erasure, overcome by 

nostalgia for bygone days. The book ends almost as it began: the village is 

once again solitary, isolated.  The few remaining Buendía family members 

turn in upon themselves incestuously, alienated from the outside world and 

doomed to a solitary ending. In the last scene of the book, the last surviving 

Buendía translates a set of ancient prophecies and finds that all has been 
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predicted: that the village and its inhabitants have merely been living out a 

preordained cycle, incorporating great beauty and great, tragic sadness. 

 

12. Brave New World   /Aldous Huxley 

 

The novel opens in the Central London Hatching and Conditioning Centre, 

where the Director of the Hatchery and one of his assistants, Henry Foster, are 

giving a tour to a group of boys. The boys learn about the Bokanovsky and 

Podsnap Processes that allow the Hatchery to produce thousands of nearly 

identical human embryos. During the gestation period the embryos travel in 

bottles along a conveyor belt through a factorylike building, and are 

conditioned to belong to one of five castes: Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, or 

Epsilon. The Alpha embryos are destined to become the leaders and thinkers 

of the World State. Each of the succeeding castes is conditioned to be slightly 

less physically and intellectually impressive. The Epsilons, stunted and 

stupefied by oxygen deprivation and chemical treatments, are destined to 

perform menial labor. Lenina Crowne, an employee at the factory, describes to 

the boys how she vaccinates embryos destined for tropical climates. 

The Director then leads the boys to the Nursery, where they observe a group of 

Delta infants being reprogrammed to dislike books and flowers. The Director  

explains that this conditioning helps to make Deltas docile and eager 

consumers. He then tells the boys about the “hypnopaedic” (sleep-teaching) 

methods used to teach children the morals of the World State. In a room where 

older children are napping, a whispering voice is heard repeating a lesson in 

“Elementary Class Consciousness.” 

 

Outside, the Director shows the boys hundreds of naked children engaged in 

sexual play and games like “Centrifugal Bumble-puppy.” Mustapha Mond, 

one of the ten World Controllers, introduces himself to the boys and begins to 
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explain the history of the World State, focusing on the State’s successful 

efforts to remove strong emotions, desires, and human relationships from 

society. Meanwhile, inside the Hatchery, Lenina chats in the bathroom with 

Fanny Crowne about her relationship with Henry Foster. Fanny chides Lenina 

for going out with Henry almost exclusively for four months, and Lenina  

admits she is attracted to the strange, somewhat funny-looking Bernard Marx. 

In another part of the Hatchery, Bernard is enraged when he overhears a 

conversation between Henry and the Assistant Predestinator about “having” 

Lenina. 

After work, Lenina tells Bernard that she would be happy to accompany him 

on the trip to the Savage Reservation in New Mexico to which he had invited 

her. Bernard, overjoyed but embarrassed, flies a helicopter to meet a friend of 

his, Helmholtz Watson. He and Helmholtz discuss their dissatisfaction with 

the World State. Bernard is primarily disgruntled because he is too small and 

weak for his caste; Helmholtz is unhappy because he is too intelligent for his 

job writing hypnopaedic phrases. In the next few days, Bernard asks his 

superior, the Director, for permission to visit the Reservation. The Director 

launches into a story about a visit to the Reservation he had made with a 

woman twenty years earlier.  

During a storm, he tells Bernard, the woman was lost and never recovered.  

Finally, he gives Bernard the permit, and Bernard and Lenina depart for the 

Reservation, where they get another permit from the Warden. Before heading 

into the Reservation, Bernard calls Helmholtz and learns that the Director has 

grown weary of what he sees as Bernard’s difficult and unsocial behavior and 

is planning to exile Bernard to Iceland when he returns. Bernard is angry and 

distraught, but decides to head into the Reservation anyway. 

On the Reservation, Lenina and Bernard are shocked to see its aged and ill 

residents; no one in the World State has visible signs of aging. They witness a 

religious ritual in which a young man is whipped, and find it abhorrent. After 

the ritual they meet John, a fair-skinned young man who is isolated from the 
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rest of the village. John tells Bernard about his childhood as the son of a 

woman named Linda who was rescued by the villagers some twenty years ago. 

Bernard realizes that Linda is almost certainly the woman mentioned by the 

Director. Talking to John, he learns that Linda was ostracized because of her 

willingness to sleep with all the men in the village, and that as a result John  

was raised in isolation from the rest of the village. John explains that he 

learned to read using a book called The Chemical and Bacteriological 

Conditioning of the Embryo and The Complete Works of Shakespeare, the 

latter given to Linda by one of her lovers, Popé. John tells Bernard that he is 

eager to see the “Other Place”—the “brave new world” that his mother has 

told him so much about. Bernard invites him to return to the World State with 

him. John agrees but insists that Linda be allowed to come as well. 

 

While Lenina, disgusted with the Reservation, takes enough soma to knock her 

out for eighteen hours, Bernard flies to Santa Fe where he calls Mustapha 

Mond and receives permission to bring John and Linda back to the World 

State. Meanwhile, John breaks into the house where Lenina is lying 

intoxicated and unconscious, and barely suppresses his desire to touch her. 

Bernard, Lenina, John, and Linda fly to the World State, where the Director is 

waiting to exile  

Bernard in front of his Alpha coworkers. But Bernard turns the tables by 

introducing John and Linda. The shame of being a “father”—the very word 

makes the onlookers laugh nervously—causes the Director to resign, leaving 

Bernard free to remain in London. 

John becomes a hit with London society because of his strange life led on the 

Reservation. But while touring the factories and schools of the World State, 

John becomes increasingly disturbed by the society that he sees. His sexual 

attraction to Lenina remains, but he desires more than simple lust, and he finds 

himself terribly confused. In the process, he also confuses Lenina, who 

wonders why John does not wish to have sex with her. 
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As the discoverer and guardian of the “Savage,” Bernard also becomes 

popular. He quickly takes advantage of his new status, sleeping with many 

women and hosting dinner parties with important guests, most of whom dislike 

Bernard but are willing to placate him if it means they get to meet John. One 

night John refuses to meet the guests, including the Arch-Community  

Songster, and Bernard’s social standing plummets. 

After Bernard introduces them, John and Helmholtz quickly take to each other. 

John reads Helmholtz parts of Romeo and Juliet, but Helmholtz cannot keep 

himself from laughing at a serious passage about love, marriage, and parents—

ideas that are ridiculous, almost scatological in World State culture. 

Fueled by his strange behavior, Lenina becomes obsessed with John, refusing 

Henry’s invitation to see a feely. She takes soma and visits John at Bernard’s 

apartment, where she hopes to seduce him. But John responds to her advances 

with curses, blows, and lines from Shakespeare. She retreats to the bathroom 

while he fields a phone call in which he learns that Linda, who has been on 

permanent soma-holiday since her return, is about to die.  

At the Hospital for the Dying he watches her die while a group of lower-caste 

boys receiving their “death conditioning” wonder why she is so unattractive. 

The boys are simply curious, but John becomes enraged. After Linda dies, 

John meets a group of Delta clones who are receiving their soma ration. He 

tries to convince them to revolt, throwing the soma out the window, and a riot 

results. Bernard and Helmholtz, hearing of the riot, rush to the scene and come 

to John’s aid. After the riot is calmed by police with soma vapor, John, 

Helmholtz, and Bernard are arrested and brought to the office of Mustapha 

Mond. 

John and Mond debate the value of the World State’s policies, John arguing 

that they dehumanize the residents of the World State and Mond arguing that 

stability and happiness are more important than humanity. Mond explains that 

social stability has required the sacrifice of art, science, and religion. John 

protests that, without these things, human life is not worth living. Bernard 

reacts wildly when Mond says that he and Helmholtz will be exiled to distant 
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islands, and he is carried from the room. Helmholtz accepts the exile readily, 

thinking it will give him a chance to write, and soon follows Bernard out of the 

room. John and Mond continue their conversation. They discuss religion and 

the use of soma to control negative emotions and social harmony. 

John bids Helmholtz and Bernard good-bye. Refused the option of following 

them to the islands by Mond, he retreats to a lighthouse in the countryside 

where he gardens and attempts to purify himself by self-flagellation. Curious 

World State citizens soon catch him in the act, and reporters descend on the 

lighthouse to film news reports and a feely. After the feely, hordes of people 

descend on the lighthouse and demand that John whip himself. Lenina comes 

and approaches John with her arms open. John reacts by brandishing his whip 

and screaming “Kill it! Kill it!” The intensity of the scene causes an orgy in 

which John takes part. The next morning he wakes up and, overcome with 

anger and sadness at his submission to World State society, hangs himself. 

 

13.  1984   /George Orwell 

 

Winston Smith is a low-ranking member of the ruling Party in London, in the 

nation of Oceania. Everywhere Winston goes, even his own home, the Party 

watches him through telescreens; everywhere he looks he sees the face of the 

Party’s seemingly omniscient leader, a figure known only as Big Brother. The 

Party controls everything in Oceania, even the people’s history and language. 

Currently, the Party is forcing the implementation of an invented language 

called Newspeak, which attempts to prevent political rebellion by eliminating 

all words related to it. Even thinking rebellious thoughts is illegal. Such 

thoughtcrime is, in fact, the worst of all crimes. 

As the novel opens, Winston feels frustrated by the oppression and rigid 

control of the Party, which prohibits free thought, sex, and any expression of 

individuality. Winston dislikes the party and has illegally purchased a diary in 

which to write his criminal thoughts. He has also become fixated on a 
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powerful Party member named O’Brien, whom Winston believes is a secret 

member of the Brotherhood—the mysterious, legendary group that works to 

overthrow the Party. 

Winston works in the Ministry of Truth, where he alters historical records to 

fit the needs of the Party. He notices a coworker, a beautiful dark-haired girl, 

staring at him, and worries that she is an informant who will turn him in for his 

thoughtcrime. He is troubled by the Party’s control of history: the Party claims 

that Oceania has always been allied with Eastasia in a war against Eurasia, but 

Winston seems to recall a time when this was not true. The Party also claims 

that Emmanuel Goldstein, the alleged leader of the Brotherhood, is the most 

dangerous man alive, but this does not seem plausible to Winston. Winston 

spends his evenings wandering through the poorest neighborhoods in London, 

where the proletarians, or proles, live squalid lives, relatively free of Party 

monitoring. 

One day, Winston receives a note from the dark-haired girl that reads “I love 

you.” She tells him her name, Julia, and they begin a covert affair, always on 

the lookout for signs of Party monitoring. Eventually they rent a room above 

the secondhand store in the prole district where Winston bought the diary. This 

relationship lasts for some time. Winston is sure that they will be caught and 

punished sooner or later (the fatalistic Winston knows that he has been 

doomed since he wrote his first diary entry), while Julia is more pragmatic and 

optimistic. As Winston’s affair with Julia progresses, his hatred for the Party 

grows more and more intense. At last, he receives the message that he has been 

waiting for: O’Brien wants to see him. 

Winston and Julia travel to O’Brien’s luxurious apartment. As a member of the 

powerful Inner Party (Winston belongs to the Outer Party), O’Brien leads a 

life of luxury that Winston can only imagine. O’Brien confirms to Winston 

and Julia that, like them, he hates the Party, and says that he works against it as 

a member of the Brotherhood. He indoctrinates Winston and Julia into the 

Brotherhood, and gives Winston a copy of Emmanuel Goldstein’s book, the 

manifesto of the Brotherhood. Winston reads the book—an amalgam of 
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several forms of class-based twentieth-century social theory—to Julia in the 

room  

above the store. Suddenly, soldiers barge in and seize them. Mr. Charrington, 

the proprietor of the store, is revealed as having been a member of the Thought 

Police all along. 

Torn away from Julia and taken to a place called the Ministry of Love, 

Winston finds that O’Brien, too, is a Party spy who simply pretended to be a 

member of the Brotherhood in order to trap Winston into committing an open 

act of rebellion against the Party.  

O’Brien spends months torturing and brainwashing Winston, who struggles to 

resist. At last, O’Brien sends him to the dreaded Room 101, the final 

destination for anyone who opposes the Party. Here, O’Brien tells Winston 

that he will be forced to confront his worst fear. Throughout the novel, 

Winston has had recurring nightmares about rats; O’Brien now straps a cage 

full of rats onto Winston’s head and prepares to allow the rats to eat his face. 

Winston snaps, pleading with O’Brien to do it to Julia, not to him. 

Giving up Julia is what O’Brien wanted from Winston all along. His spirit 

broken, Winston is released to the outside world. He meets Julia but no longer 

feels anything for her. He has accepted the Party entirely and has learned to 

love Big Brother. 

 

14. Uncle Tom’s Cabin/  Harriet Beecher Stowe 

 

Having run up large debts, a Kentucky farmer named Arthur Shelby faces the 

prospect of losing everything he owns. Though he and his wife, Emily Shelby, 

have a kindhearted and affectionate relationship with their slaves, Shelby 

decides to raise money by selling two of his slaves to Mr. Haley, a coarse slave 

trader. The slaves in question are Uncle Tom, a middle-aged man with a wife 

and children on the farm, and Harry, the young son of Mrs. Shelby’s maid 
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Eliza. When Shelby tells his wife about his agreement with Haley, she is 

appalled because she has promised Eliza that Shelby would not sell her son. 

 

However, Eliza overhears the conversation between Shelby and his wife and, 

after warning Uncle Tom and his wife, Aunt Chloe, she takes Harry and flees 

to the North, hoping to find freedom with her husband George in Canada. 

Haley pursues her, but two other Shelby slaves alert Eliza to the danger. She 

miraculously evades capture by crossing the half-frozen Ohio River, the 

boundary separating Kentucky from the North. Haley hires a slave hunter  

named Loker and his gang to bring Eliza and Harry back to Kentucky. Eliza 

and Harry make their way to a Quaker settlement, where the Quakers agree to 

help transport them to safety. They are joined at the settlement by George, who 

reunites joyously with his family for the trip to Canada. 

Meanwhile, Uncle Tom sadly leaves his family and Mas’r George, Shelby’s 

young son and Tom’s friend, as Haley takes him to a boat on the Mississippi to 

be transported to a slave market. On the boat, Tom meets an angelic little 

white girl named Eva, who quickly befriends him. When Eva falls into the 

river, Tom dives in to save her, and her father, Augustine St. Clare, gratefully 

agrees to buy Tom from Haley. Tom travels with the St. Clares to their home 

in New Orleans, where he grows increasingly invaluable to the St. Clare 

household and increasingly close to Eva, with whom he shares a devout 

Christianity. 

Up North, George and Eliza remain in flight from Loker and his men. When 

Loker attempts to capture them, George shoots him in the side, and the other 

slave hunters retreat. Eliza convinces George and the Quakers to bring Loker 

to the next settlement, where he can be healed. Meanwhile, in New Orleans, 

St. Clare discusses slavery with his cousin Ophelia, who opposes slavery as an 

institution but harbors deep prejudices against blacks. St. Clare, by contrast, 

feels no hostility against blacks but tolerates slavery because he feels 

powerless to change it. To help Ophelia overcome her bigotry, he buys Topsy, 
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a young black girl who was abused by her past master and arranges for 

Ophelia to begin educating her. 

After Tom has lived with the St. Clares for two years, Eva grows very ill. She 

slowly weakens, then dies, with a vision of heaven before her. Her death has a 

profound effect on everyone who knew her: Ophelia resolves to love the 

slaves,  

Topsy learns to trust and feel attached to others, and St. Clare decides to set 

Tom free. However, before he can act on his decision, St. Clare is stabbed to 

death while trying to settle a brawl. As he dies, he at last finds God and goes to 

be reunited with his mother in heaven. 

St. Clare’s cruel wife, Marie, sells Tom to a vicious plantation owner named 

Simon Legree. Tom is taken to rural Louisiana with a group of new slaves, 

including Emmeline, whom the demonic Legree has purchased to use as a sex 

slave, replacing his previous sex slave Cassy. Legree takes a strong dislike to 

Tom when Tom refuses to whip a fellow slave as ordered. Tom receives a 

severe beating, and Legree resolves to crush his faith in God. Tom meets 

Cassy, and hears her story. Separated from her daughter by slavery, she 

became pregnant again but killed the child because she could not stand to have 

another child taken from her. 

Around this time, with the help of Tom Loker—now a changed man after 

being healed by the Quakers—George, Eliza, and Harry at last cross over into 

Canada from Lake Erie and obtain their freedom. In Louisiana, Tom’s faith is 

sorely tested by his hardships, and he nearly ceases to believe. He has two 

visions, however—one of Christ and one of Eva—which renew his spiritual 

strength and give him the courage to withstand Legree’s torments. He 

encourages Cassy to escape. She does so, taking Emmeline with her, after she 

devises a ruse in which she and Emmeline pretend to be ghosts. When Tom 

refuses to tell Legree where Cassy and Emmeline have gone, Legree orders his 

overseers to beat him. When Tom is near death, he forgives Legree and the 

overseers. George Shelby arrives with money in hand to buy Tom’s freedom, 

but he is too late. He can only watch as Tom dies a martyr’s death. 
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Taking a boat toward freedom, Cassy and Emmeline meet George Harris’s 

sister and travel with her to Canada, where Cassy realizes that Eliza is her 

long-lost daughter. The newly reunited family travels to France and decides to 

move to Liberia, the African nation created for former American slaves. 

George Shelby returns to the Kentucky farm, where, after his father’s death, he 

sets all the slaves free in honor of Tom’s memory. He urges them to think on 

Tom’s sacrifice every time they look at his cabin and to lead a pious Christian 

life, just as Tom did. 

 

15.  Robinson Crusoe/   Daniel Defoe 

 

Robinson Crusoe is an Englishman from the town of York in the seventeenth 

century, the youngest son of a merchant of German origin. Encouraged by his 

father to study law, Crusoe expresses his wish to go to sea instead. His family 

is against Crusoe going out to sea, and his father explains that it is better to 

seek a modest, secure life for oneself. Initially, Robinson is committed to 

obeying his father, but he eventually succumbs to temptation and embarks on a 

ship bound for London with a friend.  

When a storm causes the near deaths of Crusoe and his friend, the friend is  

dissuaded from sea travel, but Crusoe still goes on to set himself up as 

merchant on a ship leaving London. This trip is financially successful, and 

Crusoe plans another, leaving his early profits in the care of a friendly widow. 

The second voyage does not prove as fortunate: the ship is seized by Moorish 

pirates, and Crusoe is enslaved to a potentate in the North African town of 

Sallee. While on a fishing expedition, he and a slave boy break free and sail 

down the African coast. A kindly Portuguese captain picks them up, buys the 

slave boy from Crusoe, and takes Crusoe to Brazil. In Brazil, Crusoe 

 establishes himself as a plantation owner and soon becomes successful. Eager 

for slave labor and its economic advantages, he embarks on a slave-gathering 
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expedition to West Africa but ends up shipwrecked off of the coast of 

Trinidad. 

Crusoe soon learns he is the sole survivor of the expedition and seeks shelter  

and food for himself. He returns to the wreck’s remains twelve times to 

salvage guns, powder, food, and other items. Onshore, he finds goats he can 

graze for meat and builds himself a shelter. He erects a cross that he inscribes 

with the date of his arrival, September 1, 1659, and makes a notch every day in 

order never to lose track of time. He also keeps a journal of his household 

activities, noting his attempts to make candles, his lucky discovery of 

sprouting grain, and his construction of a cellar, among other events.  

In June 1660, he falls ill and hallucinates that an angel visits, warning him to 

repent. Drinking tobacco-steeped rum, Crusoe experiences a religious 

illumination and realizes that God has delivered him from his earlier sins. 

After recovering, Crusoe makes a survey of the area and discovers he is on an 

island. He finds a pleasant valley abounding in grapes, where he builds a shady 

retreat. Crusoe begins to feel more optimistic about being on the island, 

describing himself as its “king.” He trains a pet parrot, takes a goat as a pet, 

and develops skills in basket weaving, bread making, and pottery. He cuts 

down an enormous cedar tree and builds a huge canoe from its trunk, but he 

discovers that he cannot move it to the sea. After building a smaller boat, he 

rows around the island but nearly perishes when swept away by a powerful 

current. Reaching shore, he hears his parrot calling his name and is thankful 

for being saved once again. He spends several years in peace. 

One day Crusoe is shocked to discover a man’s footprint on the beach. He first 

assumes the footprint is the devil’s, then decides it must belong to one of the 

cannibals said to live in the region. Terrified, he arms himself and remains on 

the lookout for cannibals. He also builds an underground cellar in which to 

herd his goats at night and devises a way to cook underground. One evening he  

hears gunshots, and the next day he is able to see a ship wrecked on his coast. 

It is empty when he arrives on the scene to investigate. Crusoe once again 

thanks Providence for having been saved. Soon afterward, Crusoe discovers 
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that the shore has been strewn with human carnage, apparently the remains of 

a cannibal feast. He is alarmed and continues to be vigilant. Later Crusoe 

catches sight of thirty cannibals heading for shore with their victims.  

One of the victims is killed. Another one, waiting to be slaughtered, suddenly 

breaks free and runs toward Crusoe’s dwelling. Crusoe protects him, killing 

one of the pursuers and injuring the other, whom the victim finally kills. Well-

armed, Crusoe defeats most of the cannibals onshore. The victim vows total 

submission to Crusoe in gratitude for his liberation. Crusoe names him Friday, 

to commemorate the day on which his life was saved, and takes him as his 

servant. 

Finding Friday cheerful and intelligent, Crusoe teaches him some English 

words and some elementary Christian concepts. Friday, in turn, explains that 

the cannibals are divided into distinct nations and that they only eat their 

enemies. Friday also informs Crusoe that the cannibals saved the men from the 

shipwreck Crusoe witnessed earlier, and that those men, Spaniards, are living 

nearby. Friday expresses a longing to return to his people, and Crusoe is upset 

at the prospect of losing Friday. Crusoe then entertains the idea of making 

contact with the Spaniards, and Friday admits that he would rather die than 

lose Crusoe. The two build a boat to visit the cannibals’ land together. 

Before they have a chance to leave, they are surprised by the arrival of twenty-

one cannibals in canoes. The cannibals are holding three victims, one of whom 

is in European dress. Friday and Crusoe kill most of the cannibals and release 

the European, a Spaniard. Friday is overjoyed to discover that another of the 

rescued victims is his father. The four men return to Crusoe’s dwelling for 

food and rest. Crusoe prepares to welcome them into his community 

permanently. He sends Friday’s father and the Spaniard out in a canoe to 

explore the nearby land. 

Eight days later, the sight of an approaching English ship alarms Friday. 

Crusoe is suspicious. Friday and Crusoe watch as eleven men take three 

captives onshore in a boat. Nine of the men explore the land, leaving two to 

guard the captives. Friday and Crusoe overpower these men and release the 
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captives, one of whom is the captain of the ship, which has been taken in a 

mutiny. Shouting to the remaining mutineers from different points, Friday and 

Crusoe confuse and tire the men by making them run from place to place.  

Eventually they confront the mutineers, telling them that all may escape with 

their lives except the ringleader. The men surrender. Crusoe and the captain 

pretend that the island is an imperial territory and that the governor has spared 

their lives in order to send them all to England to face justice. Keeping five 

men as hostages, Crusoe sends the other men out to seize the ship. When the 

ship is brought in, Crusoe nearly faints. 

On December 19, 1686, Crusoe boards the ship to return to England. There, he 

finds his family is deceased except for two sisters. His widow friend has kept 

Crusoe’s money safe, and after traveling to Lisbon, Crusoe learns from the 

Portuguese captain that his plantations in Brazil have been highly profitable. 

He arranges to sell his Brazilian lands.  

Wary of sea travel, Crusoe attempts to return to England by land but is 

threatened by bad weather and wild animals in northern Spain. Finally arriving 

back in England, Crusoe receives word that the sale of his plantations has been 

completed and that he has made a considerable fortune. After donating a 

portion to the widow and his sisters, Crusoe is restless and considers returning 

to Brazil, but he is dissuaded by the thought that he would have to become 

Catholic. He marries, and his wife dies. Crusoe finally departs for the East 

Indies as a trader in 1694. He revisits his island, finding that the Spaniards are 

governing it well and that it has become a prosperous colony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://telegram.me/karnil
www.karnil.com


 

http://english2011.blogsky.com/ Page 48 

 

16.  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn/   Mark Twain 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn opens by familiarizing us with the events 

of the novel that preceded it, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Both novels are 

set in the town of St. Petersburg, Missouri, which lies on the banks of the 

Mississippi River. At the end of Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, a poor boy 

with a drunken bum for a father, and his friend Tom Sawyer, a middle-class 

boy with an imagination too active for his own good, found a robber’s stash of  

gold. As a result of his adventure, Huck gained quite a bit of money, which the 

bank held for him in trust. Huck was adopted by the Widow Douglas, a kind 

but stifling woman who lives with her sister, the self-righteous Miss Watson. 

As Huckleberry Finn opens, Huck is none too thrilled with his new life of 

cleanliness, manners, church, and school. However, he sticks it out at the 

bequest of Tom Sawyer, who tells him that in order to take part in Tom’s new 

“robbers’ gang,” Huck must stay “respectable.” All is well and good until 

Huck’s brutish, drunken father, Pap, reappears in town and demands Huck’s 

money. The local judge, Judge Thatcher, and the Widow try to get legal 

custody of Huck, but another well-intentioned new judge in town believes in 

the rights of Huck’s natural father and even takes the old drunk into his own 

home in an attempt to reform him.  

This effort fails miserably, and Pap soon returns to his old ways. He hangs 

around town for several months, harassing his son, who in the meantime has 

learned to read and to tolerate the Widow’s attempts to improve him. Finally, 

outraged when the Widow Douglas warns him to stay away from her house, 

Pap kidnaps Huck and holds him in a cabin across the river from St. 

Petersburg. 

Whenever Pap goes out, he locks Huck in the cabin, and when he returns home 

drunk, he beats the boy. Tired of his confinement and fearing the beatings will 

worsen, Huck escapes from Pap by faking his own death, killing a pig and 

spreading its blood all over the cabin. Hiding on Jackson’s Island in the middle 

https://telegram.me/karnil
www.karnil.com


 

http://english2011.blogsky.com/ Page 49 

 

of the Mississippi River, Huck watches the townspeople search the river for 

his body. After a few days on the island, he encounters Jim, one of Miss 

Watson’s slaves. Jim has run away from Miss Watson after hearing her talk 

about selling him to a plantation down the river, where he would be treated 

horribly and separated from his wife and children. Huck and Jim team up, 

despite Huck’s uncertainty about the legality or morality of helping a runaway 

slave. While they camp out on the island, a great storm causes the Mississippi 

to flood. Huck and Jim spy a log raft and a house floating past the island. They 

capture the raft and loot the house, finding in it the body of a man who has  

been shot. Jim refuses to let Huck see the dead man’s face. 

Although the island is blissful, Huck and Jim are forced to leave after Huck 

learns from a woman onshore that her husband has seen smoke coming from 

the island and believes that Jim is hiding out there. Huck also learns that a 

reward has been offered for Jim’s capture. Huck and Jim start downriver on 

the raft, intending to leave it at the mouth of the Ohio River and proceed up 

that river by steamboat to the free states, where slavery is prohibited. Several 

days’ travel takes them past St. Louis, and they have a close encounter with a 

gang of robbers on a wrecked steamboat. They manage to escape with the 

robbers’ loot. 

During a night of thick fog, Huck and Jim miss the mouth of the Ohio and 

encounter a group of men looking for escaped slaves. Huck has a brief moral 

crisis about concealing stolen “property”—Jim, after all, belongs to Miss 

Watson—but then lies to the men and tells them that his father is on the raft 

suffering from smallpox. Terrified of the disease, the men give Huck money 

and hurry away. Unable to backtrack to the mouth of the Ohio, Huck and Jim 

continue downriver. The next night, a steamboat slams into their raft, and 

Huck and Jim are separated. 

Huck ends up in the home of the kindly Grangerfords, a family of Southern 

aristocrats locked in a bitter and silly feud with a neighboring clan, the 

Shepherdsons. The elopement of a Grangerford daughter with a Shepherdson 

son leads to a gun battle in which many in the families are killed. While Huck 

https://telegram.me/karnil
www.karnil.com


 

http://english2011.blogsky.com/ Page 50 

 

is caught up in the feud, Jim shows up with the repaired raft. Huck hurries to 

Jim’s hiding place, and they take off down the river. 

A few days later, Huck and Jim rescue a pair of men who are being pursued by 

armed bandits. The men, clearly con artists, claim to be a displaced English 

duke (the duke) and the long-lost heir to the French throne (the dauphin). 

Powerless to tell two white adults to leave, Huck and Jim continue down the 

river with the pair of “aristocrats.” The duke and the dauphin pull several 

scams in the small towns along the river. Coming into one town, they hear the  

story of a man, Peter Wilks, who has recently died and left much of his 

inheritance to his two brothers, who should be arriving from England any day. 

The duke and the dauphin enter the town pretending to be Wilks’s brothers. 

Wilks’s three nieces welcome the con men and quickly set about liquidating 

the estate. A few townspeople become skeptical, and Huck, who grows to 

admire the Wilks sisters, decides to thwart the scam. 

He steals the dead Peter Wilks’s gold from the duke and the dauphin but is 

forced to stash it in Wilks’s coffin. Huck then reveals all to the eldest Wilks 

sister, Mary Jane. Huck’s plan for exposing the duke and the dauphin is about 

to unfold when Wilks’s real brothers arrive from England. The angry 

townspeople hold both sets of Wilks claimants, and the duke and the dauphin 

just barely escape in the ensuing confusion. Fortunately for the sisters, the gold 

is found. Unfortunately for Huck and Jim, the duke and the dauphin make it 

back to the raft just as Huck and Jim are pushing off. 

After a few more small scams, the duke and dauphin commit their worst crime 

yet: they sell Jim to a local farmer, telling him Jim is a runaway for whom a 

large reward is being offered. Huck finds out where Jim is being held and 

resolves to free him. At the house where Jim is a prisoner, a woman greets 

Huck excitedly and calls him “Tom.” As Huck quickly discovers, the people 

holding Jim are none other than Tom Sawyer’s aunt and uncle, Silas and Sally 

Phelps. The Phelpses mistake Huck for Tom, who is due to arrive for a visit, 

and Huck goes along with their mistake. He intercepts Tom between the 
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Phelps house and the steamboat dock, and Tom pretends to be his own 

younger brother, Sid. 

Tom hatches a wild plan to free Jim, adding all sorts of unnecessary obstacles 

even though Jim is only lightly secured. Huck is sure Tom’s plan will get them 

all killed, but he complies nonetheless. After a seeming eternity of pointless 

preparation, during which the boys ransack the Phelps’s house and make Aunt 

Sally miserable, they put the plan into action. Jim is freed, but a pursuer shoots 

Tom in the leg. Huck is forced to get a doctor, and Jim sacrifices his freedom 

to nurse Tom. All are returned to the Phelps’s house, where Jim ends up back 

in chains. 

 

When Tom wakes the next morning, he reveals that Jim has actually been a 

free man all along, as Miss Watson, who made a provision in her will to free 

Jim, died two months earlier. Tom had planned the entire escape idea all as a 

game and had intended to pay Jim for his troubles. Tom’s Aunt Polly then 

shows up, identifying “Tom” and “Sid” as Huck and Tom. Jim tells Huck, who 

fears for his future—particularly that his father might reappear—that the body 

they found on the floating house off Jackson’s Island had been Pap’s. Aunt 

Sally then steps in and offers to adopt Huck, but Huck, who has had enough 

“sivilizing,” announces his plan to set out for the West. 

 

17. To Kill a Mockingbird   /Harper Lee 

 

Scout Finch lives with her brother, Jem, and their widowed father, Atticus, in 

the sleepy Alabama town of Maycomb. Maycomb is suffering through the 

Great Depression, but Atticus is a prominent lawyer and the Finch family is 

reasonably well off in comparison to the rest of society. One summer, Jem and 

Scout befriend a boy named Dill, who has come to live in their neighborhood 

for the summer, and the trio acts out stories together. Eventually, Dill becomes  
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fascinated with the spooky house on their street called the Radley Place. The 

house is owned by Mr. Nathan Radley, whose brother, Arthur (nicknamed 

Boo), has lived there for years without venturing outside. 

Scout goes to school for the first time that fall and detests it. She and Jem find 

gifts apparently left for them in a knothole of a tree on the Radley property. 

Dill returns the following summer, and he, Scout, and Jem begin to act out the 

story of Boo Radley. Atticus puts a stop to their antics, urging the children to 

try to see life from another person’s perspective before making judgments. 

But, on Dill’s last night in Maycomb for the summer, the three sneak onto the 

Radley property, where Nathan Radley shoots at them.  

Jem loses his pants in the ensuing escape. When he returns for them, he finds 

them mended and hung over the fence. The next winter, Jem and Scout find 

more presents in the tree, presumably left by the mysterious Boo. Nathan 

Radley eventually plugs the knothole with cement. Shortly thereafter, a fire 

breaks out in another neighbor’s house, and during the fire someone slips a 

blanket on Scout’s shoulders as she watches the blaze. Convinced that Boo did 

it, Jem tells Atticus about the mended pants and the presents. 

To the consternation of Maycomb’s racist white community, Atticus agrees to 

defend a black man named Tom Robinson, who has been accused of raping a 

white woman. Because of Atticus’s decision, Jem and Scout are subjected to 

abuse from other children, even when they celebrate Christmas at the family 

compound on Finch’s Landing. Calpurnia, the Finches’ black cook, takes them 

to the local black church, where the warm and close-knit community largely 

embraces the children. 

Atticus’s sister, Alexandra, comes to live with the Finches the next summer. 

Dill, who is supposed to live with his “new father” in another town, runs away 

and comes to Maycomb. Tom Robinson’s trial begins, and when the accused 

man is placed in the local jail, a mob gathers to lynch him. Atticus faces the 

mob down the night before the trial. Jem and Scout, who have sneaked out of 

the house, soon join him. Scout recognizes one of the men, and her polite 

questioning about his son shames him into dispersing the mob. 
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At the trial itself, the children sit in the “colored balcony” with the town’s 

black citizens. Atticus provides clear evidence that the accusers, Mayella 

Ewell and her father, Bob, are lying: in fact, Mayella propositioned Tom 

Robinson, was caught by her father, and then accused Tom of rape to cover her 

shame and guilt. Atticus provides impressive evidence that the marks on 

Mayella’s face are from wounds that her father inflicted; upon discovering her 

with Tom, he called her a whore and beat her. Yet, despite the significant 

evidence pointing to Tom’s innocence, the all-white jury convicts him. The 

innocent Tom later tries to escape from prison and is shot to death. In the 

aftermath of the trial, Jem’s faith in justice is badly shaken, and he lapses into 

despondency and doubt. 

Despite the verdict, Bob Ewell feels that Atticus and the judge have made a 

fool out of him, and he vows revenge. He menaces Tom Robinson’s widow, 

tries to break into the judge’s house, and finally attacks Jem and Scout as they 

walk home from a Halloween party. Boo Radley intervenes, however, saving 

the children and stabbing Ewell fatally during the struggle. Boo carries the 

wounded Jem back to Atticus’s house, where the sheriff, in order to protect 

Boo, insists that Ewell tripped over a tree root and fell on his own knife. After 

sitting with Scout for a while, Boo disappears once more into the Radley 

house. 

Later, Scout feels as though she can finally imagine what life is like for Boo. 

He has become a human being to her at last. With this realization, Scout 

embraces her father’s advice to practice sympathy and understanding and 

demonstrates that her experiences with hatred and prejudice will not sully her 

faith in human goodness. 
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18. The Great Gatsby   /F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

Nick Carraway, a young man from Minnesota, moves to New York in the 

summer of 1922 to learn about the bond business. He rents a house in the West 

Egg district of Long Island, a wealthy but unfashionable area populated by the 

new rich, a group who have made their fortunes too recently to have 

established social connections and who are prone to garish displays of wealth. 

Nick’s next-door neighbor in West Egg is a mysterious man named Jay 

Gatsby, who lives in a gigantic Gothic mansion and throws extravagant parties 

every Saturday night. 

Nick is unlike the other inhabitants of West Egg—he was educated at Yale and 

has social connections in East Egg, a fashionable area of Long Island home to 

the established upper class. Nick drives out to East Egg one evening for dinner 

with his cousin, Daisy Buchanan, and her husband, Tom, an erstwhile 

classmate of Nick’s at Yale. Daisy and Tom introduce Nick to Jordan Baker, a 

beautiful, cynical young woman with whom Nick begins a romantic  

relationship. Nick also learns a bit about Daisy and Tom’s marriage: Jordan 

tells him that Tom has a lover, Myrtle Wilson, who lives in the valley of ashes, 

a gray industrial dumping ground between West Egg and New York City. Not 

long after this revelation, Nick travels to New York City with Tom and Myrtle. 

At a vulgar, gaudy party in the apartment that Tom keeps for the affair, Myrtle 

begins to taunt Tom about Daisy, and Tom responds by breaking her nose. 

As the summer progresses, Nick eventually garners an invitation to one of 

Gatsby’s legendary parties. He encounters Jordan Baker at the party, and they 

meet Gatsby himself, a surprisingly young man who affects an English accent, 

has a remarkable smile, and calls everyone “old sport.” Gatsby asks to speak to 

Jordan alone, and, through Jordan, Nick later learns more about his mysterious 

neighbor. Gatsby tells Jordan that he knew Daisy in Louisville in 1917 and is 

deeply in love with her.  
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He spends many nights staring at the green light at the end of her dock, across 

the bay from his mansion. Gatsby’s extravagant lifestyle and wild parties are 

simply an attempt to impress Daisy. Gatsby now wants Nick to arrange a 

reunion between himself and Daisy, but he is afraid that Daisy will refuse to 

see him if she knows that he still loves her. Nick invites Daisy to have tea at 

his house, without telling her that Gatsby will also be there. After an initially 

awkward reunion, Gatsby and Daisy reestablish their connection. Their love 

rekindled, they begin an affair. 

After a short time, Tom grows increasingly suspicious of his wife’s 

relationship with Gatsby. At a luncheon at the Buchanans’ house, Gatsby 

stares at Daisy with such undisguised passion that Tom realizes Gatsby is in 

love with her. Though Tom is himself involved in an extramarital affair, he is 

deeply outraged by the thought that his wife could be unfaithful to him. 

He forces the group to drive into New York City, where he confronts Gatsby 

in a suite at the Plaza Hotel. Tom asserts that he and Daisy have a history that 

Gatsby could never understand, and he announces to his wife that Gatsby is a 

criminal—his fortune comes from bootlegging alcohol and other illegal  

activities. Daisy realizes that her allegiance is to Tom, and Tom 

contemptuously sends her back to East Egg with Gatsby, attempting to prove 

that Gatsby cannot hurt him. 

When Nick, Jordan, and Tom drive through the valley of ashes, however, they 

discover that Gatsby’s car has struck and killed Myrtle, Tom’s lover. They 

rush back to Long Island, where Nick learns from Gatsby that Daisy was 

driving the car when it struck Myrtle, but that Gatsby intends to take the 

blame. The next day, Tom tells Myrtle’s husband, George, that Gatsby was the 

driver of the car. George, who has leapt to the conclusion that the driver of the 

car that killed Myrtle must have been her lover, finds Gatsby in the pool at his 

mansion and shoots him dead. He then fatally shoots himself. 

Nick stages a small funeral for Gatsby, ends his relationship with Jordan, and 

moves back to the Midwest to escape the disgust he feels for the people 

surrounding Gatsby’s life and for the emptiness and moral decay of life among 
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the wealthy on the East Coast. Nick reflects that just as Gatsby’s dream of 

Daisy was corrupted by money and dishonesty, the American dream of 

happiness and individualism has disintegrated into the mere pursuit of wealth. 

Though Gatsby’s power to transform his dreams into reality is what makes 

him “great,” Nick reflects that the era of dreaming—both Gatsby’s dream and 

the American dream—is over. 

 

19. Lord of the Flies   / William Golding 

 

In the midst of a raging war, a plane evacuating a group of schoolboys from 

Britain is shot down over a deserted tropical island. Two of the boys, Ralph 

and Piggy, discover a conch shell on the beach, and Piggy realizes it could be 

used as a horn to summon the other boys. Once assembled, the boys set about 

electing a leader and devising a way to be rescued. They choose Ralph as their 

leader, and Ralph appoints another boy, Jack, to be in charge of the boys who 

will hunt food for the entire group. 

Ralph, Jack, and another boy, Simon, set off on an expedition to explore the 

island. When they return, Ralph declares that they must light a signal fire to 

attract the attention of passing ships. The boys succeed in igniting some dead 

wood by focusing sunlight through the lenses of Piggy’s eyeglasses. However, 

the boys pay more attention to playing than to monitoring the fire, and the 

flames quickly engulf the forest. A large swath of dead wood burns out of 

control, and one of the youngest boys in the group disappears, presumably 

having burned to death. 

At first, the boys enjoy their life without grown-ups and spend much of their 

time splashing in the water and playing games. Ralph, however, complains 

that they should be maintaining the signal fire and building huts for shelter. 

The hunters fail in their attempt to catch a wild pig, but their leader, Jack, 

becomes increasingly preoccupied with the act of hunting. 
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When a ship passes by on the horizon one day, Ralph and Piggy notice, to their 

horror, that the signal fire—which had been the hunters’ responsibility to 

maintain—has burned out. Furious, Ralph accosts Jack, but the hunter has just 

returned with his first kill, and all the hunters seem gripped with a strange 

frenzy, reenacting the chase in a kind of wild dance. Piggy criticizes Jack, who 

hits Piggy across the face.  

Ralph blows the conch shell and reprimands the boys in a speech intended to 

restore order. At the meeting, it quickly becomes clear that some of the boys 

have started to become afraid. The littlest boys, known as “littluns,” have been 

troubled by nightmares from the beginning, and more and more boys now 

believe that there is some sort of beast or monster lurking on the island. The 

older boys try to convince the others at the meeting to think rationally, asking 

where such a monster could possibly hide during the daytime. One of the 

littluns suggests that it hides in the sea—a proposition that terrifies the entire 

group. 

Not long after the meeting, some military planes engage in a battle high above 

the island. The boys, asleep below, do not notice the flashing lights and 

explosions in the clouds. A parachutist drifts to earth on the signal-fire 

mountain, dead. Sam and Eric, the twins responsible for watching the fire at 

night, are asleep and do not see the parachutist land. When the twins wake up, 

they see the enormous silhouette of his parachute and hear the strange flapping 

noises it makes. Thinking the island beast is at hand, they rush back to the 

camp in terror and report that the beast has attacked them. 

The boys organize a hunting expedition to search for the monster. Jack and 

Ralph, who are increasingly at odds, travel up the mountain. They see the 

silhouette of the parachute from a distance and think that it looks like a huge,  

deformed ape. The group holds a meeting at which Jack and Ralph tell the 

others of the sighting. Jack says that Ralph is a coward and that he should be 

removed from office, but the other boys refuse to vote Ralph out of power. 

Jack angrily runs away down the beach, calling all the hunters to join him. 

Ralph rallies the remaining boys to build a new signal fire, this time on the 
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beach rather than on the mountain. They obey, but before they have finished 

the task, most of them have slipped away to join Jack. 

Jack declares himself the leader of the new tribe of hunters and organizes a 

hunt and a violent, ritual slaughter of a sow to solemnize the occasion. The 

hunters then decapitate the sow and place its head on a sharpened stake in the 

jungle as an offering to the beast. Later, encountering the bloody, fly-covered 

head, Simon has a terrible vision, during which it seems to him that the head is 

speaking. The voice, which he imagines as belonging to the Lord of the Flies, 

says that Simon will never escape him, for he exists within all men.  

Simon faints. When he wakes up, he goes to the mountain, where he sees the 

dead parachutist. Understanding then that the beast does not exist externally 

but rather within each individual boy, Simon travels to the beach to tell the 

others what he has seen. But the others are in the midst of a chaotic revelry—

even Ralph and Piggy have joined Jack’s feast—and when they see Simon’s 

shadowy figure emerge from the jungle, they fall upon him and kill him with 

their bare hands and teeth. 

The following morning, Ralph and Piggy discuss what they have done. Jack’s 

hunters attack them and their few followers and steal Piggy’s glasses in the 

process. Ralph’s group travels to Jack’s stronghold in an attempt to make Jack 

see reason, but Jack orders Sam and Eric tied up and fights with Ralph. In the 

ensuing battle, one boy, Roger, rolls a boulder down the mountain, killing 

Piggy and shattering the conch shell. Ralph barely manages to escape a torrent 

of spears. 

Ralph hides for the rest of the night and the following day, while the others 

hunt him like an animal. Jack has the other boys ignite the forest in order to 

smoke Ralph out of his hiding place. Ralph stays in the forest, where he 

discovers and destroys the sow’s head, but eventually, he is forced out onto the 

beach, where he knows the other boys will soon arrive to kill him. Ralph 

collapses in exhaustion, but when he looks up, he sees a British naval officer 

standing over him. The officer’s ship noticed the fire raging in the jungle. The 

other boys reach the beach and stop in their tracks at the sight of the officer. 
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Amazed at the spectacle of this group of bloodthirsty, savage children, the 

officer asks Ralph to explain. Ralph is overwhelmed by the knowledge that he 

is safe but, thinking about what has happened on the island, he begins to weep. 

The other boys begin to sob as well. The officer turns his back so that the boys 

may regain their composure. 

 

20.  Mrs. Dalloway   /Virginia Woolf 

 

Mrs. Dalloway covers one day from morning to night in one woman’s life. 

Clarissa Dalloway, an upper-class housewife, walks through her London 

neighborhood to prepare for the party she will host that evening. When she 

returns from flower shopping, an old suitor and friend, Peter Walsh, drops by 

her house unexpectedly. The two have always judged each other harshly, and 

their meeting in the present intertwines with their thoughts of the past. Years 

earlier, Clarissa refused Peter’s marriage proposal, and Peter has never quite 

gotten over it. Peter asks Clarissa if she is happy with her husband, Richard, 

but before she can answer, her daughter, Elizabeth, enters the room. Peter 

leaves and goes to Regent’s Park. He thinks about Clarissa’s refusal, which 

still obsesses him. 

The point of view then shifts to Septimus, a veteran of World War I who was 

injured in trench warfare and now suffers from shell shock. Septimus and his 

Italian wife, Lucrezia, pass time in Regent’s Park. They are waiting for 

Septimus’s appointment with Sir William Bradshaw, a celebrated psychiatrist. 

Before the war, Septimus was a budding young poet and lover of Shakespeare; 

when the war broke out, he enlisted immediately for romantic patriotic 

reasons.  

He became numb to the horrors of war and its aftermath: when his friend 

Evans died, he felt little sadness. Now Septimus sees nothing of worth in the 

England he fought for, and he has lost the desire to preserve either his society 
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or himself. Suicidal, he believes his lack of feeling is a crime. Clearly 

Septimus’s experiences in the war have permanently scarred him, and he has  

serious mental problems. However, Sir William does not listen to what 

Septimus says and diagnoses “a lack of proportion.” Sir William plans to 

separate Septimus from Lucrezia and send him to a mental institution in the 

country. 

Richard Dalloway eats lunch with Hugh Whitbread and Lady Bruton, 

members of high society. The men help Lady Bruton write a letter to the 

Times, London's largest newspaper. After lunch, Richard returns home to 

Clarissa with a large bunch of roses. He intends to tell her that he loves her but 

finds that he cannot, because it has been so long since he last said it. Clarissa 

considers the void that exists between people, even between husband and wife. 

Even though she values the privacy she is able to maintain in her marriage, 

considering it vital to the success of the relationship, at the same time she finds 

slightly disturbing the fact that Richard doesn’t know everything about her. 

Clarissa sees off Elizabeth and her history teacher, Miss Kilman, who are 

going shopping. The two older women despise one another passionately, each 

believing the other to be an oppressive force over Elizabeth. Meanwhile, 

Septimus and Lucrezia are in their apartment, enjoying a moment of happiness 

together before the men come to take Septimus to the asylum. One of 

Septimus’s doctors, Dr. Holmes, arrives, and Septimus fears the doctor will 

destroy his soul. In order to avoid this fate, he jumps from a window to his 

death. 

Peter hears the ambulance go by to pick up Septimus’s body and marvels 

ironically at the level of London’s civilization. He goes to Clarissa’s party, 

where most of the novel’s major characters are assembled. Clarissa works hard 

to make her party a success but feels dissatisfied by her own role and acutely 

conscious of Peter’s critical eye. All the partygoers, but especially Peter and 

Sally Seton, have, to some degree, failed to accomplish the dreams of their 

youth. Though the social order is undoubtedly changing, Elizabeth and the 

members of her generation will probably repeat the errors of Clarissa’s 

generation. Sir William Bradshaw arrives late, and his wife explains that one 
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of his patients, the young veteran (Septimus), has committed suicide. Clarissa 

retreats to the privacy of a small room to consider Septimus’s death. She 

understands that he was overwhelmed by life and that men like Sir William 

make life intolerable. She identifies with Septimus, admiring him for having 

taken the plunge and for not compromising his soul. She feels, with her 

comfortable position as a society hostess, responsible for his death. The party 

nears its close as guests begin to leave. Clarissa enters the room, and her 

presence fills Peter with a great excitement. 

 

21.  Jane Eyre  /Charlotte Brontë 

 

Jane Eyre is a young orphan being raised by Mrs. Reed, her cruel, wealthy 

aunt. A servant named Bessie provides Jane with some of the few kindnesses 

she receives, telling her stories and singing songs to her. One day, as 

punishment for fighting with her bullying cousin John Reed, Jane’s aunt 

imprisons Jane in the red-room, the room in which Jane’s Uncle Reed died. 

While locked in, Jane, believing that she sees her uncle’s ghost, screams and 

faints. She wakes to find herself in the care of Bessie and the kindly 

apothecary Mr. Lloyd, who suggests to Mrs. Reed that Jane be sent away to 

school. To Jane’s delight, Mrs. Reed concurs. 

Once at the Lowood School, Jane finds that her life is far from idyllic. The 

school’s headmaster is Mr. Brocklehurst, a cruel, hypocritical, and abusive 

man. Brocklehurst preaches a doctrine of poverty and privation to his students 

while using the school’s funds to provide a wealthy and opulent lifestyle for 

his own family. At Lowood, Jane befriends a young girl named Helen Burns, 

whose strong, martyrlike attitude toward the school’s miseries is both helpful 

and displeasing to Jane. A massive typhus epidemic sweeps Lowood, and 

Helen dies of consumption. The epidemic also results in the departure of Mr. 

Brocklehurst by attracting attention to the insalubrious conditions at Lowood. 

 After a group of more sympathetic gentlemen takes Brocklehurst’s place,  
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Jane’s life improves dramatically. She spends eight more years at Lowood, six 

as a student and two as a teacher. 

After teaching for two years, Jane yearns for new experiences. She accepts a 

governess position at a manor called Thornfield, where she teaches a lively 

French girl named Adèle. The distinguished housekeeper Mrs. Fairfax presides 

over the estate. Jane’s employer at Thornfield is a dark, impassioned man 

named Rochester, with whom Jane finds herself falling secretly in love. She 

saves Rochester from a fire one night, which he claims was started by a 

drunken servant named Grace Poole. But because Grace Poole continues to 

work at Thornfield, Jane concludes that she has not been told the entire story. 

Jane sinks into despondency when Rochester brings home a beautiful but 

vicious woman named Blanche Ingram. Jane expects Rochester to propose to 

Blanche. But Rochester instead proposes to Jane, who accepts almost 

disbelievingly. 

The wedding day arrives, and as Jane and Mr. Rochester prepare to exchange 

their vows, the voice of Mr. Mason cries out that Rochester already has a wife. 

Mason introduces himself as the brother of that wife—a woman named Bertha. 

Mr. Mason testifies that Bertha, whom Rochester married when he was a 

young man in Jamaica, is still alive. Rochester does not deny Mason’s claims, 

but he explains that Bertha has gone mad. He takes the wedding party back to 

Thornfield, where they witness the insane Bertha Mason scurrying around on 

all fours and growling like an animal. Rochester keeps Bertha hidden on the 

third story of Thornfield and pays Grace Poole to keep his wife under control. 

Bertha was the real cause of the mysterious fire earlier in the story. Knowing 

that it is impossible for her to be with Rochester, Jane flees Thornfield. 

Penniless and hungry, Jane is forced to sleep outdoors and beg for food. At 

last, three siblings who live in a manor alternatively called Marsh End and 

Moor House take her in. Their names are Mary, Diana, and St. John 

(pronounced “Sinjin”) Rivers, and Jane quickly becomes friends with them. St. 

John is a clergyman, and he finds Jane a job teaching at a charity school in 

Morton. He surprises her one day by declaring that her uncle, John Eyre, has  

https://telegram.me/karnil
www.karnil.com


 

http://english2011.blogsky.com/ Page 63 

 

died and left her a large fortune: 20,000 pounds. When Jane asks how he 

received this news, he shocks her further by declaring that her uncle was also 

his uncle: Jane and the Riverses are cousins. Jane immediately decides to share 

her inheritance equally with her three newfound relatives. 

St. John decides to travel to India as a missionary, and he urges Jane to 

accompany him—as his wife. Jane agrees to go to India but refuses to marry 

her cousin because she does not love him. St. John pressures her to reconsider, 

and she nearly gives in. However, she realizes that she cannot abandon forever 

the man she truly loves when one night she hears Rochester’s voice calling her 

name over the moors. Jane immediately hurries back to Thornfield and finds 

that it has been burned to the ground by Bertha Mason, who lost her life in the 

fire. Rochester saved the servants but lost his eyesight and one of his hands. 

Jane travels on to Rochester’s new residence, Ferndean, where he lives with 

two servants named John and Mary. 

At Ferndean, Rochester and Jane rebuild their relationship and soon marry. At 

the end of her story, Jane writes that she has been married for ten blissful years 

and that she and Rochester enjoy perfect equality in their life together. She 

says that after two years of blindness, Rochester regained sight in one eye and 

was able to behold their first son at his birth. 

 

22.  A Christmas Carol  / Charles Dickens 

 

A mean-spirited, miserly old man named Ebenezer Scrooge sits in his 

counting-house on a frigid Christmas Eve. His clerk, Bob Cratchit, shivers in 

the anteroom because Scrooge refuses to spend money on heating coals for a 

fire. Scrooge's nephew, Fred, pays his uncle a visit and invites him to his 

annual Christmas party. Two portly gentlemen also drop by and ask Scrooge 

for a contribution to their charity. Scrooge reacts to the holiday visitors with 

bitterness and venom, spitting out an angry "Bah! Humbug!" in response to his 

nephew's "Merry Christmas!" 
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Later that evening, after returning to his dark, cold apartment, Scrooge 

receives a chilling visitation from the ghost of his dead partner, Jacob Marley. 

Marley, looking haggard and pallid, relates his unfortunate story. As 

punishment for his greedy and self-serving life his spirit has been condemned 

to wander the Earth weighted down with heavy chains. Marley hopes to save 

Scrooge from sharing the same fate. Marley informs Scrooge that three spirits 

will visit him during each of the next three nights. After the wraith disappears, 

Scrooge collapses into a deep sleep. 

He wakes moments before the arrival of the Ghost of Christmas Past, a strange 

childlike phantom with a brightly glowing head. The spirit escorts Scrooge on 

a journey into the past to previous Christmases from the curmudgeon's earlier 

years. Invisible to those he watches, Scrooge revisits his childhood school 

days, his apprenticeship with a jolly merchant named Fezziwig, and his 

engagement to Belle, a woman who leaves Scrooge because his lust for money 

eclipses his ability to love another. Scrooge, deeply moved, sheds tears of 

regret before the phantom returns him to his bed. 

The Ghost of Christmas Present, a majestic giant clad in a green fur robe, takes 

Scrooge through London to unveil Christmas as it will happen that year. 

Scrooge watches the large, bustling Cratchit family prepare a miniature feast in 

its meager home. He discovers Bob Cratchit's crippled son, Tiny Tim, a 

courageous boy whose kindness and humility warms Scrooge's heart. The 

specter then zips Scrooge to his nephew's to witness the Christmas party. 

Scrooge finds the jovial gathering delightful and pleads with the spirit to stay 

until the very end of the festivities. As the day passes, the spirit ages, 

becoming noticeably older. Toward the end of the day, he shows Scrooge two 

starved children, Ignorance and Want, living under his coat. He vanishes 

instantly as Scrooge notices a dark, hooded figure coming toward him. 

The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come leads Scrooge through a sequence of 

mysterious scenes relating to an unnamed man's recent death. Scrooge sees 

businessmen discussing the dead man's riches, some vagabonds trading his 

personal effects for cash, and a poor couple expressing relief at the death of  
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their unforgiving creditor. Scrooge, anxious to learn the lesson of his latest 

visitor, begs to know the name of the dead man. After pleading with the ghost, 

Scrooge finds himself in a churchyard, the spirit pointing to a grave. Scrooge 

looks at the headstone and is shocked to read his own name. He desperately 

implores the spirit to alter his fate, promising to renounce his insensitive, 

avaricious ways and to honor Christmas with all his heart. Whoosh! He 

suddenly finds himself safely tucked in his bed. 

Overwhelmed with joy by the chance to redeem himself and grateful that he 

has been returned to Christmas Day, Scrooge rushes out onto the street hoping 

to share his newfound Christmas spirit. He sends a giant Christmas turkey to 

the Cratchit house and attends Fred's party, to the stifled surprise of the other 

guests. As the years go by, he holds true to his promise and honors Christmas 

with all his heart: he treats Tiny Tim as if he were his own child, provides 

lavish gifts for the poor, and treats his fellow human beings with kindness, 

generosity, and warmth. 

 

23.  Don Quixote   /Miguel de Cervantes 

 

Don Quixote is a middle-aged gentleman from the region of La Mancha in 

central Spain. Obsessed with the chivalrous ideals touted in books he has read, 

he decides to take up his lance and sword to defend the helpless and destroy 

the wicked. After a first failed adventure, he sets out on a second one with a 

somewhat befuddled laborer named Sancho Panza, whom he has persuaded to 

accompany him as his faithful squire. In return for Sancho’s services, Don 

Quixote promises to make Sancho the wealthy governor of an isle. On his  

horse, Rocinante, a barn nag well past his prime, Don Quixote rides the roads 

of Spain in search of glory and grand adventure. He gives up food, shelter, and 

comfort, all in the name of a peasant woman, Dulcinea del Toboso, whom he 

envisions as a princess. 
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On his second expedition, Don Quixote becomes more of a bandit than a 

savior, stealing from and hurting baffled and justifiably angry citizens while 

acting out against what he perceives as threats to his knighthood or to the 

world. Don Quixote abandons a boy, leaving him in the hands of an evil 

farmer simply because the farmer swears an oath that he will not harm the boy. 

He steals a barber’s basin that he believes to be the mythic Mambrino’s 

helmet, and he becomes convinced of the healing powers of the Balsam of 

Fierbras, an elixir that makes him so ill that, by comparison, he later feels 

healed. Sancho stands by Don Quixote, often bearing the brunt of the 

punishments that arise from Don Quixote’s behavior. 

The story of Don Quixote’s deeds includes the stories of those he meets on his 

journey. Don Quixote witnesses the funeral of a student who dies as a result of 

his love for a disdainful lady turned shepherdess. He frees a wicked and 

devious galley slave, Gines de Pasamonte, and unwittingly reunites two 

bereaved couples, Cardenio and Lucinda, and Ferdinand and Dorothea. Torn 

apart by Ferdinand’s treachery, the four lovers finally come together at an inn 

where Don Quixote sleeps, dreaming that he is battling a giant. 

Along the way, the simple Sancho plays the straight man to Don Quixote, 

trying his best to correct his master’s outlandish fantasies. Two of Don 

Quixote’s friends, the priest and the barber, come to drag him home. Believing 

that he is under the force of an enchantment, he accompanies them, thus 

ending his second expedition and the First Part of the novel. 

The Second Part of the novel begins with a passionate invective against a 

phony sequel of Don Quixote that was published in the interim between 

Cervantes’s two parts. Everywhere Don Quixote goes, his reputation—gleaned 

by others from both the real and the false versions of the story—precedes him. 

 

As the two embark on their journey, Sancho lies to Don Quixote, telling him 

that an evil enchanter has transformed Dulcinea into a peasant girl. Undoing 

this enchantment, in which even Sancho comes to believe, becomes Don 

Quixote’s chief goal. 
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Don Quixote meets a Duke and Duchess who conspire to play tricks on him. 

They make a servant dress up as Merlin, for example, and tell Don Quixote 

that Dulcinea’s enchantment—which they know to be a hoax—can be undone 

only if Sancho whips himself 3,300 times on his naked backside. Under the 

watch of the Duke and Duchess, Don Quixote and Sancho undertake several 

adventures. They set out on a flying wooden horse, hoping to slay a giant who 

has turned a princess and her lover into metal figurines and bearded the 

princess’s female servants. 

During his stay with the Duke, Sancho becomes governor of a fictitious isle. 

He rules for ten days until he is wounded in an onslaught the Duke and 

Duchess sponsor for their entertainment. Sancho reasons that it is better to be a 

happy laborer than a miserable governor. 

A young maid at the Duchess’s home falls in love with Don Quixote, but he 

remains a staunch worshipper of Dulcinea. Their never-consummated affair 

amuses the court to no end. Finally, Don Quixote sets out again on his journey, 

but his demise comes quickly. Shortly after his arrival in Barcelona, the 

Knight of the White Moon—actually an old friend in disguise—vanquishes 

him. 

Cervantes relates the story of Don Quixote as a history, which he claims he has 

translated from a manuscript written by a Moor named Cide Hamete 

Benengeli. Cervantes becomes a party to his own fiction, even allowing 

Sancho and Don Quixote to modify their own histories and comment 

negatively upon the false history published in their names. 

In the end, the beaten and battered Don Quixote forswears all the chivalric 

truths he followed so fervently and dies from a fever. With his death, knights-

errant become extinct. Benengeli returns at the end of the novel to tell us that 

illustrating the demise of chivalry was his main purpose in writing the history 

of Don Quixote. 

 

 

https://telegram.me/karnil
www.karnil.com


 

http://english2011.blogsky.com/ Page 68 

 

24. Frankenstein   /Mary Shelley 

 

In a series of letters, Robert Walton, the captain of a ship bound for the North 

Pole, recounts to his sister back in England the progress of his dangerous 

mission. Successful early on, the mission is soon interrupted by seas full of 

impassable ice. Trapped, Walton encounters Victor Frankenstein, who has 

been traveling by dog-drawn sledge across the ice and is weakened by the 

cold. Walton takes him aboard ship, helps nurse him back to health, and hears 

the fantastic tale of the monster that Frankenstein created. 

Victor first describes his early life in Geneva. At the end of a blissful 

childhood spent in the company of Elizabeth Lavenza (his cousin in the 1818 

edition, his adopted sister in the 1831 edition) and friend Henry Clerval, Victor 

enters the university of Ingolstadt to study natural philosophy and chemistry. 

There, he is consumed by the desire to discover the secret of life and, after 

several years of research, becomes convinced that he has found it. 

Armed with the knowledge he has long been seeking, Victor spends months 

feverishly fashioning a creature out of old body parts. One climactic night, in 

the secrecy of his apartment, he brings his creation to life. When he looks at 

the monstrosity that he has created, however, the sight horrifies him. After a 

fitful night of sleep, interrupted by the specter of the monster looming over 

him, he runs into the streets, eventually wandering in remorse. Victor runs into 

Henry, who has come to study at the university, and he takes his friend back to 

his apartment. Though the monster is gone, Victor falls into a feverish illness. 

Sickened by his horrific deed, Victor prepares to return to Geneva, to his 

family, and to health. Just before departing Ingolstadt, however, he receives a 

letter from his father informing him that his youngest brother, William, has  

been murdered. Grief-stricken, Victor hurries home. While passing through the 

woods where William was strangled, he catches sight of the monster and 

becomes convinced that the monster is his brother’s murderer. Arriving in 

Geneva, Victor finds that Justine Moritz, a kind, gentle girl who had been 
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adopted by the Frankenstein household, has been accused. She is tried, 

condemned, and executed, despite her assertions of innocence. Victor grows 

despondent, guilty with the knowledge that the monster he has created bears 

responsibility for the death of two innocent loved ones. 

Hoping to ease his grief, Victor takes a vacation to the mountains. While he is 

alone one day, crossing an enormous glacier, the monster approaches him. The 

monster admits to the murder of William but begs for understanding. Lonely, 

shunned, and forlorn, he says that he struck out at William in a desperate 

attempt to injure Victor, his cruel creator. The monster begs Victor to create a 

mate for him, a monster equally grotesque to serve as his sole companion. 

Victor refuses at first, horrified by the prospect of creating a second monster. 

The monster is eloquent and persuasive, however, and he eventually convinces 

Victor. After returning to Geneva, Victor heads for England, accompanied by 

Henry, to gather information for the creation of a female monster. Leaving 

Henry in Scotland, he secludes himself on a desolate island in the Orkneys and 

works reluctantly at repeating his first success. One night, struck by doubts 

about the morality of his actions, Victor glances out the window to see the 

monster glaring in at him with a frightening grin. Horrified by the possible 

consequences of his work, Victor destroys his new creation. The monster, 

enraged, vows revenge, swearing that he will be with Victor on Victor’s 

wedding night. 

Later that night, Victor takes a boat out onto a lake and dumps the remains of 

the second creature in the water. The wind picks up and prevents him from 

returning to the island. In the morning, he finds himself ashore near an 

unknown town. Upon landing, he is arrested and informed that he will be tried 

for a murder discovered the previous night. Victor denies any knowledge of  

the murder, but when shown the body, he is shocked to behold his friend 

Henry Clerval, with the mark of the monster’s fingers on his neck. Victor falls 

ill, raving and feverish, and is kept in prison until his recovery, after which he 

is acquitted of the crime. 
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Shortly after returning to Geneva with his father, Victor marries Elizabeth. He 

fears the monster’s warning and suspects that he will be murdered on his 

wedding night. To be cautious, he sends Elizabeth away to wait for him. While 

he awaits the monster, he hears Elizabeth scream and realizes that the monster 

had been hinting at killing his new bride, not himself. Victor returns home to 

his father, who dies of grief a short time later. Victor vows to devote the rest of 

his life to finding the monster and exacting his revenge, and he soon departs to 

begin his quest. 

Victor tracks the monster ever northward into the ice. In a dogsled chase, 

Victor almost catches up with the monster, but the sea beneath them swells and 

the ice breaks, leaving an unbridgeable gap between them. At this point, 

Walton encounters Victor, and the narrative catches up to the time of Walton’s 

fourth letter to his sister. 

Walton tells the remainder of the story in another series of letters to his sister. 

Victor, already ill when the two men meet, worsens and dies shortly thereafter. 

When Walton returns, several days later, to the room in which the body lies, he 

is startled to see the monster weeping over Victor. The monster tells Walton of 

his immense solitude, suffering, hatred, and remorse. He asserts that now that 

his creator has died, he too can end his suffering. The monster then departs for 

the northernmost ice to die. 
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25.  The Catcher in the Rye   / J. D. Salinger 

 

The Catcher in the Rye is set around the 1950s and is narrated by a young man 

named Holden Caulfield. Holden is not specific about his location while he’s 

telling the story, but he makes it clear that he is undergoing treatment in a mental 

hospital or sanatorium. The events he narrates take place in the few days between 

the end of the fall school term and Christmas, when Holden is sixteen years old. 

Holden’s story begins on the Saturday following the end of classes at the Pencey 

prep school in Agerstown, Pennsylvania. Pencey is Holden’s fourth school; he has 

already failed out of three others. At Pencey, he has failed four out of five of his 

classes and has received notice that he is being expelled, but he is not scheduled 

to return home to Manhattan until Wednesday. He visits his elderly history 

teacher, Spencer, to say goodbye, but when Spencer tries to reprimand him for his 

poor academic performance, Holden becomes annoyed. 

Back in the dormitory, Holden is further irritated by his unhygienic neighbor, 

Ackley, and by his own roommate, Stradlater. Stradlater spends the evening on a 

date with Jane Gallagher, a girl whom Holden used to date and whom he still 

admires. During the course of the evening, Holden grows increasingly nervous 

about Stradlater’s taking Jane out, and when Stradlater returns, Holden questions 

him insistently about whether he tried to have sex with her. Stradlater teases 

Holden, who flies into a rage and attacks Stradlater. Stradlater pins Holden down 

and bloodies his nose. Holden decides that he’s had enough of Pencey and will go 

to Manhattan three days early, stay in a hotel, and not tell his parents that he is 

back. 

On the train to New York, Holden meets the mother of one of his fellow Pencey 

students. Though he thinks this student is a complete “bastard,” he tells the 

woman made-up stories about how shy her son is and how well respected he is at 

school. When he arrives at Penn Station, he goes into a phone booth and considers  

calling several people, but for various reasons he decides against it. He gets in a 

cab and asks the cab driver where the ducks in Central Park go when the lagoon 
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freezes, but his question annoys the driver. Holden has the cab driver take him to 

the Edmont Hotel, where he checks himself in. 

From his room at the Edmont, Holden can see into the rooms of some of the 

guests in the opposite wing. He observes a man putting on silk stockings, high 

heels, a bra, a corset, and an evening gown. He also sees a man and a woman in 

another room taking turns spitting mouthfuls of their drinks into each other’s 

faces and laughing hysterically. He interprets the couple’s behavior as a form of 

sexual play and is both upset and aroused by it. After smoking a couple of 

cigarettes, he calls Faith Cavendish, a woman he has never met but whose number 

he got from an acquaintance at Princeton. Holden thinks he remembers hearing 

that she used to be a stripper, and he believes he can persuade her to have sex with 

him. He calls her, and though she is at first annoyed to be called at such a late 

hour by a complete stranger, she eventually suggests that they meet the next day. 

Holden doesn’t want to wait that long and winds up hanging up without arranging 

a meeting. 

Holden goes downstairs to the Lavender Room and sits at a table, but the waiter 

realizes he’s a minor and refuses to serve him. He flirts with three women in their 

thirties, who seem like they’re from out of town and are mostly interested in 

catching a glimpse of a celebrity. Nevertheless, Holden dances with them and 

feels that he is “half in love” with the blonde one after seeing how well she 

dances. After making some wisecracks about his age, they leave, letting him pay 

their entire tab. 

As Holden goes out to the lobby, he starts to think about Jane Gallagher and, in a 

flashback, recounts how he got to know her. They met while spending a summer 

vacation in Maine, played golf and checkers, and held hands at the movies. One 

afternoon, during a game of checkers, her stepfather came onto the porch where 

they were playing, and when he left Jane began to cry. Holden had moved to sit 

beside her and kissed her all over her face, but she wouldn’t let him kiss her on 

the mouth. That was the closest they came to “necking.” 

Holden leaves the Edmont and takes a cab to Ernie’s jazz club in Greenwich 

Village. Again, he asks the cab driver where the ducks in Central Park go in the 
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winter, and this cabbie is even more irritable than the first one. Holden sits alone 

at a table in Ernie’s and observes the other patrons with distaste. He runs into 

Lillian Simmons, one of his older brother’s former girlfriends, who invites him to 

sit with her and her date. Holden says he has to meet someone, leaves, and walks 

back to the Edmont. 

Maurice, the elevator operator at the Edmont, offers to send a prostitute to 

Holden’s room for five dollars, and Holden agrees. A young woman, identifying 

herself as “Sunny,” arrives at his door. She pulls off her dress, but Holden starts to 

feel “peculiar” and tries to make conversation with her. He claims that he recently 

underwent a spinal operation and isn’t sufficiently recovered to have sex with her, 

but he offers to pay her anyway. She sits on his lap and talks dirty to him, but he 

insists on paying her five dollars and showing her the door. Sunny returns with 

Maurice, who demands another five dollars from Holden. When Holden refuses to 

pay, Maurice punches him in the stomach and leaves him on the floor, while 

Sunny takes five dollars from his wallet. Holden goes to bed. 

He wakes up at ten o’clock on Sunday and calls Sally Hayes, an attractive girl 

whom he has dated in the past. They arrange to meet for a matinee showing of a 

Broadway play. He eats breakfast at a sandwich bar, where he converses with two 

nuns about Romeo and Juliet. He gives the nuns ten dollars. He tries to telephone 

Jane Gallagher, but her mother answers the phone, and he hangs up. He takes a 

cab to Central Park to look for his younger sister, Phoebe, but she isn’t there. He 

helps one of Phoebe’s schoolmates tighten her skate, and the girl tells him that 

Phoebe might be in the Museum of Natural History. Though he knows that 

Phoebe’s class wouldn’t be at the museum on a Sunday, he goes there anyway, 

but when he gets there he decides not to go in and instead takes a cab to the 

Biltmore Hotel to meet Sally. 

Holden and Sally go to the play, and Holden is annoyed that Sally talks with a 

boy she knows from Andover afterward. At Sally’s suggestion, they go to Radio 

City to ice skate. They both skate poorly and decide to get a table instead. Holden  

tries to explain to Sally why he is unhappy at school, and actually urges her to run 

away with him to Massachusetts or Vermont and live in a cabin. When she 

https://telegram.me/karnil
www.karnil.com


 

http://english2011.blogsky.com/ Page 74 

 

refuses, he calls her a “pain in the ass” and laughs at her when she reacts angrily. 

She refuses to listen to his apologies and leaves. 

Holden calls Jane again, but there is no answer. He calls Carl Luce, a young man 

who had been Holden’s student advisor at the Whooton School and who is now a 

student at Columbia University. Luce arranges to meet him for a drink after 

dinner, and Holden goes to a movie at Radio City to kill time. Holden and Luce 

meet at the Wicker Bar in the Seton Hotel. At Whooton, Luce had spoken frankly 

with some of the boys about sex, and Holden tries to draw him into a conversation 

about it once more. Luce grows irritated by Holden’s juvenile remarks about 

homosexuals and about Luce’s Chinese girlfriend, and he makes an excuse to 

leave early. Holden continues to drink Scotch and listen to the pianist and singer. 

Quite drunk, Holden telephones Sally Hayes and babbles about their Christmas 

Eve plans. Then he goes to the lagoon in Central Park, where he used to watch the 

ducks as a child. It takes him a long time to find it, and by the time he does, he is 

freezing cold. He then decides to sneak into his own apartment building and wake 

his sister, Phoebe. He is forced to admit to Phoebe that he was kicked out of 

school, which makes her mad at him. When he tries to explain why he hates 

school, she accuses him of not liking anything. He tells her his fantasy of being 

“the catcher in the rye,” a person who catches little children as they are about to 

fall off of a cliff. Phoebe tells him that he has misremembered the poem that he 

took the image from: Robert Burns’s poem says “if a body meet a body, coming 

through the rye,” not “catch a body.” 

Holden calls his former English teacher, Mr. Antolini, who tells Holden he can 

come to his apartment. Mr. Antolini asks Holden about his expulsion and tries to 

counsel him about his future. Holden can’t hide his sleepiness, and Mr. Antolini 

puts him to bed on the couch. Holden awakens to find Mr. Antolini stroking his 

forehead. Thinking that Mr. Antolini is making a homosexual overture, Holden 

hastily excuses himself and leaves, sleeping for a few hours on a bench at Grand 

Central Station. 

Holden goes to Phoebe’s school and sends her a note saying that he is leaving 

home for good and that she should meet him at lunchtime at the museum. When 
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Phoebe arrives, she is carrying a suitcase full of clothes, and she asks Holden to 

take her with him. He refuses angrily, and she cries and then refuses to speak to 

him. Knowing she will follow him, he walks to the zoo, and then takes her across 

the park to a carousel. He buys her a ticket and watches her ride it. It starts to rain 

heavily, but Holden is so happy watching his sister ride the carousel that he is 

close to tears. 

Holden ends his narrative here, telling the reader that he is not going to tell the 

story of how he went home and got “sick.” He plans to go to a new school in the 

fall and is cautiously optimistic about his future. 

 

26.   Tess of the d’Urbervilles /Thomas Hardy 

 

The poor peddler John Durbeyfield is stunned to learn that he is the descendent of 

an ancient noble family, the d’Urbervilles. Meanwhile, Tess, his eldest daughter, 

joins the other village girls in the May Day dance, where Tess briefly exchanges 

glances with a young man. Mr. Durbeyfield and his wife decide to send Tess to 

the d’Urberville mansion, where they hope Mrs. d’Urberville will make Tess’s 

fortune. In reality, Mrs. d’Urberville is no relation to Tess at all: her husband, the 

merchant Simon Stokes, simply changed his name to d’Urberville after he retired. 

But Tess does not know this fact, and when the lascivious Alec d’Urberville, Mrs. 

d’Urberville’s son, procures Tess a job tending fowls on the d’Urberville estate, 

Tess has no choice but to accept, since she blames herself for an accident 

involving the family’s horse, its only means of income. 

Tess spends several months at this job, resisting Alec’s attempts to seduce her. 

Finally, Alec takes advantage of her in the woods one night after a fair. Tess 

knows she does not love Alec. She returns home to her family to give birth to 

Alec’s child, whom she christens Sorrow. Sorrow dies soon after he is born, and 

Tess spends a miserable year at home before deciding to seek work elsewhere. 

She finally accepts a job as a milkmaid at the Talbothays Dairy. 
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At Talbothays, Tess enjoys a period of contentment and happiness. She befriends 

three of her fellow milkmaids—Izz, Retty, and Marian—and meets a man named 

Angel Clare, who turns out to be the man from the May Day dance at the 

beginning of the novel. Tess and Angel slowly fall in love. They grow closer 

throughout Tess’s time at Talbothays, and she eventually accepts his proposal of 

marriage. Still, she is troubled by pangs of conscience and feels she should tell 

Angel about her past. She writes him a confessional note and slips it under his 

door, but it slides under the carpet and Angel never sees it. 

After their wedding, Angel and Tess both confess indiscretions: Angel tells Tess 

about an affair he had with an older woman in London, and Tess tells Angel about 

her history with Alec. Tess forgives Angel, but Angel cannot forgive Tess. He 

gives her some money and boards a ship bound for Brazil, where he thinks he 

might establish a farm. He tells Tess he will try to accept her past but warns her 

not to try to join him until he comes for her. 

Tess struggles. She has a difficult time finding work and is forced to take a job at 

an unpleasant and unprosperous farm. She tries to visit Angel’s family but 

overhears his brothers discussing Angel’s poor marriage, so she leaves. She hears 

a wandering preacher speak and is stunned to discover that he is Alec 

d’Urberville, who has been converted to Christianity by Angel’s father, the 

Reverend Clare. Alec and Tess are each shaken by their encounter, and Alec 

appallingly begs Tess never to tempt him again. Soon after, however, he again 

begs Tess to marry him, having turned his back on his -religious ways. 

Tess learns from her sister Liza-Lu that her mother is near death, and Tess is 

forced to return home to take care of her. Her mother recovers, but her father 

unexpectedly dies soon after. When the family is evicted from their home, Alec 

offers help. But Tess refuses to accept, knowing he only wants to obligate her to 

him again. 

At last, Angel decides to forgive his wife. He leaves Brazil, desperate to find her. 

Instead, he finds her mother, who tells him Tess has gone to a village called 

Sandbourne. There, he finds Tess in an expensive boardinghouse called The  
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Herons, where he tells her he has forgiven her and begs her to take him back. Tess 

tells him he has come too late. She was unable to resist and went back to Alec 

d’Urberville. Angel leaves in a daze, and, heartbroken to the point of madness, 

Tess goes upstairs and stabs her lover to death. When the landlady finds Alec’s 

body, she raises an alarm, but Tess has already fled to find Angel. 

Angel agrees to help Tess, though he cannot quite believe that she has actually 

murdered Alec. They hide out in an empty mansion for a few days, then travel 

farther. When they come to Stonehenge, Tess goes to sleep, but when morning 

breaks shortly thereafter, a search party discovers them. Tess is arrested and sent 

to jail. Angel and Liza-Lu watch as a black flag is raised over the prison, 

signaling Tess’s execution. 

 

27.   Gone with the Wind /Margaret Mitchell 

 

It is the spring of 1861. Scarlett O’Hara, a pretty Southern belle, lives on Tara, a 

large plantation in Georgia. She concerns herself only with her numerous suitors 

and her desire to marry Ashley Wilkes. One day she hears that Ashley is engaged 

to Melanie Hamilton, his frail, plain cousin from Atlanta. At a barbecue at the 

Wilkes plantation the next day, Scarlett confesses her feelings to Ashley. He tells 

her that he does love her but that he is marrying Melanie because she is similar to 

him, whereas he and Scarlett are very different. Scarlett slaps Ashley and he 

leaves the room. Suddenly Scarlett realizes that she is not alone. Rhett Butler, a 

scandalous but dashing adventurer, has been watching the whole scene, and he 

compliments Scarlett on being unladylike. 

The Civil War begins. Charles Hamilton, Melanie’s timid, dull brother, proposes 

to Scarlett. She spitefully agrees to marry him, hoping to hurt Ashley. Over the 

course of two months, Scarlett and Charles marry, Charles joins the army and dies 

of the measles, and Scarlett learns that she is pregnant. After Scarlett gives birth 

to a son, Wade, she becomes bored and unhappy. She makes a long trip to Atlanta  
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to stay with Melanie and Melanie’s aunt, Pittypat. The busy city agrees with 

Scarlett’s temperament, and she begins to see a great deal of Rhett. Rhett 

infuriates Scarlett with his bluntness and mockery, but he also encourages her to 

flout the severely restrictive social requirements for mourning Southern widows. 

As the war progresses, food and clothing run scarce in Atlanta. Scarlett and 

Melanie fear for Ashley’s safety. After the bloody battle of Gettysburg, Ashley is 

captured and sent to prison, and the Yankee army begins bearing down on 

Atlanta. Scarlett desperately wants to return home to Tara, but she has promised 

Ashley she will stay with the pregnant Melanie, who could give birth at any time. 

On the night the Yankees capture Atlanta and set it afire, Melanie gives birth to 

her son, Beau. Rhett helps Scarlett and Melanie escape the Yankees, escorting 

them through the burning streets of the city, but he abandons them outside Atlanta 

so he can join the Confederate Army. Scarlett drives the cart all night and day 

through a dangerous forest full of deserters and soldiers, at last reaching Tara. She 

arrives to find that her mother, Ellen, is dead; her father, Gerald, has lost his 

mind; and the Yankee army has looted the plantation, leaving no food or cotton. 

Scavenging for subsistence, a furious Scarlett vows never to go hungry again. 

Scarlett takes charge of rebuilding Tara. She murders a Yankee thief and puts out 

a fire set by a spiteful Yankee soldier. At last the war ends, word comes that 

Ashley is free and on his way home, and a stream of returning soldiers begins 

pouring through Tara. One such soldier, a one-legged homeless Confederate 

named Will Benteen, stays on and helps Scarlett with the plantation. One day, 

Will brings terrible news: Jonas Wilkerson, a former employee at Tara and 

current government official, has raised the taxes on Tara, hoping to drive the 

O’Haras out so that he might buy the plantation. Distraught, Scarlett hurries to 

Atlanta to seduce Rhett Butler so that he will give her the three hundred dollars 

she needs for taxes. Rhett has emerged from the war a fabulously wealthy man, 

dripping with earnings from his blockade-running operation and from food 

speculation. However, Rhett is in a Yankee jail and cannot help Scarlett. Scarlett 

sees her sister’s beau, Frank Kennedy, who now owns a general store, and forges 

a plan. Determined to save Tara, she betrays her sister and marries Frank, pays the  
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taxes on Tara, and devotes herself to making Frank’s business more profitable. 

After Rhett blackmails his way out of prison, he lends Scarlett enough money to 

buy a sawmill. To the displeasure of Atlanta society, Scarlett becomes a shrewd 

businesswoman. Gerald dies, and Scarlett returns to Tara for the funeral. There, 

she persuades Ashley and Melanie to move to Atlanta and accept a share in her 

lumber business. Shortly thereafter, Scarlett gives birth to Frank’s child, Ella 

Lorena. 

A free black man and his white male companion attack Scarlett on her way home 

from the sawmill one day. That night, the Ku Klux Klan avenges the attack on 

Scarlett, and Frank ends up dead. Rhett proposes to Scarlett and she quickly 

accepts. After a long, luxurious honeymoon in New Orleans, Scarlett and Rhett 

return to Atlanta, where Scarlett builds a garish mansion and socializes with 

wealthy Yankees. Scarlett becomes pregnant again and has another child, Bonnie 

Blue Butler. Rhett dotes on the girl and begins a successful campaign to win back 

the good graces of the prominent Atlanta citizens in order to keep Bonnie from 

being an outcast like Scarlett. 

Scarlett and Rhett’s marriage begins happily, but Rhett becomes increasingly 

bitter and indifferent toward her. Scarlett’s feelings for Ashley have diminished 

into a warm, sympathetic friendship, but Ashley’s jealous sister, India, finds them 

in a friendly embrace and spreads the rumor that they are having an affair. To 

Scarlett’s surprise, Melanie takes Scarlett’s side and refuses to believe the rumors. 

After Bonnie is killed in a horse-riding accident, Rhett nearly loses his mind, and 

his marriage with Scarlett worsens. Not long after the funeral, Melanie has a 

miscarriage and falls very ill. Distraught, Scarlett hurries to see her. Melanie 

makes Scarlett promise to look after Ashley and Beau. Scarlett realizes that she 

loves and depends on Melanie and that Ashley has been only a fantasy for her. 

She concludes that she truly loves Rhett. After Melanie dies, Scarlett hurries to 

tell Rhett of her revelation. Rhett, however, says that he has lost his love for 

Scarlett, and he leaves her. Grief-stricken and alone, Scarlett makes up her mind 

to go back to Tara to recover her strength in the comforting arms of her childhood 

nurse and slave, Mammy, and to think of a way to win Rhett back. 
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